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  December  2014  

As 2016 draws to a close and as 2017 is 
about to begin it is a good time to reflect 
on the past and look forward and plan for 
the future.  We can do this by using the 
school theme: "Give unto the Lord the 
glory due to his name".  We look back on 
2016 and see so many positives and are 
very thankful, and give to God the glory 
for all of this, for without his care we are 
nothing and can do nothing.  We can look 
forward to 2017 in the same manner. 
 
With the changing year we have a few 
changes on the Board as well, and we say 
a HUGE thank you to Calvin Kapteyn for 
his last 4.5 years of service to our school 
community as Board Chairman.  He 
worked diligently and tirelessly for an 
enormous benefit to our school 
society.  Yet he humbly says it was a 
pleasure to serve our community and 
gives glory to God for all that has been 
accomplished over his term.  As Calvin 
leaves I will be taking over the Board 
chairman position, and I already feel 
overwhelmed and there will be a huge 
learning curve, but I am thankful to have 
the experience and dedication of a 
strong Board and a very experienced 
Principal to support me and help me 
along.  We as a Board also reflected and 
give glory to God for our teachers James 
M, Janelle, Erica, Anne, Bonita and 
Melissa.  We feel that our school is in a 
really positive position right now. 
 
At my first Board meeting we heard that 
James M has completed a formal 
evaluation on each of the staff members 
which have been shared with the Board 
and Education Committee and he 
indicated that he is very satisfied in all 
aspects with our staff; so we all can rest 
assured that our covenantal children are 
in capable hands.  These evaluations are 
detailed, measurable, and serve as a 
benchmark for the staff and to assist the 
staff with career and professional 
development. 

FROM THE BOARD 

School Board 
Chairman: Alex Sikkema 
Vice Chair:  James Gunnink 
Secretary: CarolinBosscher 
Treasurer:              Mark Hutten 
Maintenance:  Andrew Groeneveld 
 
Education Committee 
Chair:      James Gunnink 
Vice Chair: Ken Hutten 
Secretary:  Rachel Sikkema 
Member:     Matt Hutten 
Member:    Irene Baron 
 
Teaching Staff 
Gr. 1-2–Mrs. J. Vantol 
Gr. 3-4 – Ms. E. deHaan 
Gr. 5-6 & Principal – Mr. J. Meinen 
Gr. 7-8 – Ms. A. Hutten 
Art – Mrs. B. Spanninga 
 
Volunteer Staff 
Mrs. J. Antuma (Librarian) 
Mrs. R. Sikkema (Admin Assistant to 
Principal) 
 

 
A question was asked at the membership 
meeting and a letter has been received 
by the Board regarding adding 
Kindergarten to our school. As we look 
forward to the new year and new plans 
we hope to start a Kindergarten 
Committee which will look at adding a 
kindergarten officially to our Harvest 
School.  This is VERY early still, and the 
committee hasn't even been established 
yet, but some of the questions we would 
like answered are in regards to staffing, 
resources, curriculum, location, days per 
week, and committed enrollment.  If you 
are interested in helping out on this 
committee please contact us.  We feel 
adding a kindergarten to our school could 
be very valuable and we are willing to 
look at this in a serious manner. 
 
The Board would also like to say thank 
you to Natasha Oosterhof for the mural 
which she has completed in the lobby 
entrance to our school.  She spent a lot 
of time on this and her work is greatly 
appreciated and adds to the overall 
appearance and character of our 
school.  Thank you.  If you are not in our 
school regularly, please feel free to take 
a moment and walk down the stairs to 
the lobby to see her work! 
 
We wish you the Lord’s blessing during 
the holidays and hope that staff and 
students may return to school refreshed 
and ready on January 9th! 
 
On behalf of the School Board,  

Alex Sikkema 

Mr.  James Meinen 

Pr incipa l  

177551 Concession 5, R.R. #3 

Owen Sound, ON, N4K 5N5 

Phone: (519) 371-4498 

Fax: (519) 371-6532 

E-mail: 

principal@harvestschool.ca 

& 

adminassistant@harvestschool.ca 

Website: www.harvestschool.ca 

 

Mission Statement: 
Our aim is to assist parents 

in educating covenant 
children in accordance with 
God’s Word as we confess 
that in the Three Forms of 
Unity, to equip and assist 
them in developing their 

individual gifts and talents 
for a joyful life of 

responsible stewardship to 

God’s glory. 
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of the dog therapy program and to 
date having Lacey at the school is 
being well received.  
Classroom visits and teacher 
evaluations have taken place.  We 
continue to receive very positive 
reports on our staff at Harvest and 
thank God for blessing with a very 
strong teaching team.  
Curriculum update, we have 
completed our review of the 
Science curriculum and will 
purchase a few more supplemental 
resources to bolster our existing 
program.  We are now reviewing 
our math program and monitoring 

 
 
  

With Christmas holidays just around 
the corner and the school year well 
on its way, we are amazed at the 
goodness of our God and give Him 
much thanks and praise.  
Thanks to all who came for a great 
evening of information and 
fellowship at the recent fall 
membership meeting, as mentioned 
at the membership meeting, we are 
working on completing a special 
education policy which should be 
ready in the new year.  We hope to 
share this plan with the 
membership at that time.  We are 
also monitoring the implementation 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
As we enter a new calendar year, we are very thankful to continue on in good financial health. Looking forward, 
as was decided at our membership meeting, we are excited to drive forward to seek out new members! Do you 
know anyone who might also be excited about our goals and objectives, and might be willing to support us along? 
By the end of January, or hopefully earlier, we will have a short "brochure" that you'll be able to circulate in an 
effort to generate interest and the basic information required. Let me know if there is anyone that would like to 
get in touch with me, and thanks for your support! 

Mark Hutten 
 

FEE SCHEDULE AS OF JULY 1, 2016 
 

Category 1(Junior/Student): $50.00/month 
Category 2 (Young Adult/Single/Retired): $150.00/month 
Category 3 (Regular members): $295.00/month 
Category 4 (Parental members): $675.00/month 

 

Postdated cheques are required. We now have the option to do Pre-authorised Debit from your bank 
account. Please talk to Mark Hutten if you wish to sign up for this. 

 

Please note: You can write your cheques to either  
“Harvest Canadian Reformed Christian School”  

OR “The Canadian Reformed School Society of Owen Sound and District” 

FROM THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
the implementation of the new 
Social Studies curriculum in the 
lower grades.  We also continue 
to review Handbooks and are 
working our way through the 
teacher handbook. 
The Education Committee wishes 
the Harvest staff and students a 
Merry Christmas and a Blessed 
New Year.  May God bless the 
children and staff of our school. 
On behalf of the Education 
Committee,  

Matt Hutten 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and a Blessed New Year! 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK: 

Over the course of the last two 
months Christmas has been in the air 
here at Harvest.  Many a morning or 
afternoon, Christmas songs can be 
heard drifting down the halls, and 
serving as a backdrop for my work in 
the classroom or office!  The 
students have been quite busy 
preparing for our Christmas program, 
memorizing songs, playing chimes 
and of course lifting their voices in 
praise of our heavenly God and 
Father.  Hearing such a joyful noise 
reminds me daily of how blessed we 
are to be in a school where we can 
openly praise God with music and 
song. 
At the time of writing this report, 
term one has been completed, 
report cards have been sent home 
and parent teacher interviews have 
been conducted.  In the flurry of 
writing reports, having 
parent/teaching conferences, 
practicing for Christmas and tackling 
the regular curricular work, the staff 
have also taken time away from 
school for professional development.  
Having a day away from school, 
serves as a great opportunity to 
reflect upon the “big picture” of 
schooling and our practice.   
This was indeed the case at our ECHS 
Feeder School’s PD day we had in 
late November.  I had the 
opportunity to lead the elementary 
session and we briefly touched upon 
what our overarching goals are for 
our schools.  It is perhaps also good 
for the membership to also reflect 
upon such questions.  Where is it you 
want Harvest to be in 5 years?  10 
years?  What should Harvest be 
teaching?  These might seem like 
simplistic questions, but they are 
more complicated if you begin to 
peel back the layers.  Is the goal of 
schooling to prepare students for the 
workforce?  If so, what will the 
workforce look like in 15-20 years 
(when our youngest students begin 
working)?  How does our cultural 
mandate factor into the schools we 
create?  How does our understanding 
of Covenant impact the kind of 
school we have?  What is the role of 

creativity in our school?  And how do 
you evaluate if our school is doing 
good work or not?  What would such 
an evaluation look at?  These are all 
big questions to ask, and questions 
worthy of discussion!   
To further stimulate some discussion 
on these big ideas, consider the 
following:  According to many 
educators, one way to evaluate an 
education system, and in turn 
schools, is with quantitative test 
result data.  An organization that 
has been churning out such data for 
decades in the Programme for 
International Student Assessment 
(PISA).  This major assessment test 
focuses on Math, Language Skills and 
Science.   PISA publishes its results 
each year and countries are then 
ranked.  The conclusion most would 
draw is the highest score equals the 
best education system.  So which 
countries dominate PISA?  Below you 
can find recent results from PISA 
(they tend to vary little from year to 
year). 

1. China – Shanghai  
2. China – Hong Kong   
3. Singapore  
4. South Korea   
5. Japan   
6. Finland 
7. Taiwan 
8. Canada 
9. Vietnam 
10. Estonia 

The results probably did not surprise 
you.  Asian countries tend to 
dominate.  Canada does 
respectable, but is never in the top 
5.  It is interesting to note that in 
Canada, Alberta and BC tend to 
score the highest, and Ontario 
scores near the bottom of all 
Canadian provinces.  So when 
looking at this data, many conclude 
the goal of education system is to 
be more like our Asian counterparts.  
The logic is that a high score equals 
a good school. But is that really the 

case? While I fully agree we should 
strive to produce students who 
excel academically, is that the end 
all and be all?   
Three years ago I attended a 
conference with a Chinese 
Education minister as the keynote 
speaker.  He went over, his 
countries great testing results and 
then informed us, China is not 
happy with its education system.  
He was here in North America to 
study an education system that in 
China’s opinion was better than 
theirs.  Which system might that 
be?  The United States!  A country 
whose PISA scores tend to be 
around 37-39 out of 50 countries 
year after year!  Of course the 
question we all had was why?  Why 
study such a seemingly dismal 
system? 
Well before I answer that question, 
I like to share another top 10 list 
with you.  What are the ten most 
valuable brands in the world 
according to Forbes magazine?  

1. Apple   

2. Google   

3. Microsoft  
4. Coca-cola  

5. Facebook 

6. Toyota 

7. IBM 

8. Disney 

9. MacDonald’s 

10. GE 
 
You will likely note, most of these 
companies are American.  The goal 
of the Chinese education minister 
was to find out what was it about 
the American system that led to a 
proliferation of successful 
businesses.  What led its graduates 
to have an entrepreneurial spirit 
and entrepreneurial success?  
China’s goal was to create a 
system where students excel in the 
global market and create financial 
wealth for their country.  

Continued on next page…  
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But is that our goal? Is that our 
number one focus? 
 
While the goal of any Christian 
school is not to churn out business 
people who can create giant 
corporations, we do want to prepare 
our students for the workforce.  
Similarly, excellence on 
standardized tests is not the end all 
and be all, but we do want our 
children to excel academically.  So 
what type of school do we want?  
Well, touching upon the speech I 
gave in the fall, our mission 
statement clearly notes that we 
want a school that is built on the 
foundation of God’s Word.  Such a 
school will by default strive for 
academic excellence (as we use our 
talents in God’s service), such a 
school will equip students with skills 
to enter the workforce and make a 
difference (think of our cultural 
mandate), and such a school will 
help equip the next generation of 
church leaders.   
 
Here at Harvest we are doing great 
work when it comes to meeting 
these three goals.   We constantly 
evaluate our programs and strive to 
ensure our students have the 
resources and proper instruction to 
achieve excellence in Reformed 
education.   And we are having 
success on this front in our schools.  
In Alberta, our schools have 
quantitative testing each year, and 
last year Covenant Canadian 
Reformed School, Neerlandia and 
Coaldale Christian School (our sister 
school), tied for 36th in the province 
out of 720 schools according to the 
Fraser Institute.  Similarly in BC, 
where our schools are also assessed 
and compared with public schools, 

we score in the top 10% of all schools 
year after year.  While we are not 
formally compared to the public 
system here in Ontario, based on 
what I have seen at Harvest and the 
excellent staff we have, I have 
absolutely no doubt we would rival 
the successes of our Western 
counterparts on standardized 
testing.  Pushing our students to 
achieve excellence is an integral 
part of the work here at Harvest and 
for this we can be thankful! 
 
 Harvest also strives to create a 
curriculum that allows for creativity 
and where students can explore real 
life challenges.  In my classroom our 
latest project on indentifying a 
market need, creating a product and 
then marketing the product is a good 
example of this!  According to 
CARDUS (a US and Alberta based 
think tank) Christian schools excel in 
this area. CARDUS results in 2012, 
2013 and just this year all highlight 
that not only do Independent 
Christian schools excel in academics 
(when compared to Catholic and 
Public schools); they excel in 
equipping students to find good jobs 
in the workforce.   
 
And finally at Harvest, we work very 
hard to assist parents in equipping 
the next generation of church 
members.  As Jason Heemskerk said 
in his recent speech to us, there is 
no better place to learn how to deal 
with diverse personalities and people 
with a wide range of skill sets than in 
a four walled classroom.  In such a 
confined space you have no choice 
but to work together.  Learning how 
to do this is something the teacher’s 
model, teach and foster each and 
every day.  This of course helps set 

the stage for later in life when we 
interact with the many different 
members in the church.  
Ultimately, the goal is for students 
to glorify God by using their skills 
and talents to be a blessing in the 
communion of saints. 
 
Coming in to Harvest five months 
ago having no idea what they 
school would be like, I have been 
pleasantly surprised to see the 
school doing well in the areas I 
mentioned above.   After serving in 
multiple schools, both in our 
system and in the public system, 
Harvest really does stand out as an 
outstanding school.  This is a 
testament to a very strong Board 
and capable committees that serve 
under it, and a testament to the 
strong teaching staff, and most of 
all a testament to God’s goodness 
towards us.  While there is still 
room to grow, I am extremely 
excited what 2017 can bring and 
what the future holds for our 
school!   We have much to be 
thankful for here at Harvest. 
 
As I wrap up this principal’s 
column, I encourage everyone to 
read our newsletter to see what is 
happening here in the school.  It 
seems every week something 
exciting is happening in the school 
and the newsletter generally 
captures these events.  If you do 
not receive the weekly newsletter 
and would like to, please contact 
the school and we can ensure you 
either received an electronic copy 
or a hard copy.  Have a blessed 
Sunday. 
 

James Meinen 

Workshop Month – February 2017!! 
 

We are seeking some volunteers to lead a workshop/activity for this 

event for four Friday afternoons in February. 
 

If you have a craft or hobby or interest that you would like to share with the 

students we would LOVE to hear from you! 
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Christmas 
Kara Kapteyn 
 
Christmas is a day to celebrate 
Christ’s coming to the earth 
This is a very special date 
When we remember Jesus’ birth 
 
Christ came because he loves us 
With all His very heart 
His purpose was to die for us 
How great is thou art! 
 
His people had been waiting for ages 
For Him to come as their great king 
Prophesied in the Bible’s many pages 
When He arrived the angels came to sing 
 
A babe you’ll find in Bethlehem 
And in a manger laid 
A boy who came to save all men 
Our sins, for us, he paid 
 
I’m so full of gratefulness 
That He came down to us 
His everlasting faithfulness 
Is far above all else 

Christmas Day 
Lucas Gunnink 
 
Christmas day’s around the corner, 
Candy canes and bell a-ringin’ 
But is that what Christmas is really about? 
Drinking eggnog and carollers singing? 
 
I am writing this to tell you, 
What does Christmas really mean? 
Jesus Christ came down to earth, 
Our dirty sins to clean. 
 
For years the Israelites walked in darkness, 
But now there is a great light. 
It was prophesied of old, 
The deaf will hear, the blind have sight. 
 
It has not always been this way, 
While in darkness we stumbled and groped, 
Lost in our sins, wandering sheep, 
But because of Jesus we now have hope. 
 
“Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace , goodwill toward men.” 
This is the song that the angels sang, 
To celebrate God’s son, Amen! 

What does Christmas mean to me? 
Emily Devries 

 
What does Christmas mean to me? 

I could answer the gifts under the tree 
Or the delicious food 

The festive mood 
The songs and lights 

The many awesome sights 
But what is the true meaning? 

Is it Santa Claus with gifts a bringing 
No Christmas is about the birth 

Not about a warm hearth 
But a completion of a promise 

The promise of a saviour 
To save us from sins forever 

This is Jesus Christ 
The saviour 
Immanuel 

Forgiver of sins 
Shedder of blood 

The only begotten son of God 
The Messiah 

The Lamb of God 
He was sent as a present 

To us 
Jesus 

Oh saviour of mine 
So when you think of Christmas time 

Do not think of decorating a pine 
But of the birth of Christ! 

 

Christmas Poems by Gr. 7 & 8 
 

What does Christmas mean to me? 
Megan Spanninga 

 
Singing Christmas songs with the radio 

Hot chocolate and candy canes 
Family get-togethers and turkey feasts 

Baking with mom 
Presents piling up under the Christmas tree 

Snow glittering on the fields 
The memories of last year’s Christmas  

 
The thought that when Jesus was born 

Angles lit up the sky while singing praises to God 
A king was born in a stable  

God’s own son was born in the form of a baby 
To save us from sinful lives 

The hope that we have since Jesus came 
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What does Christmas mean to you? 
Julia Feenstra 
 
What Christmas means to me 
The people longed to see 
Jesus came to save 
His life for us He gave 
 
What Christmas means to me 
Angels singing glory 
A babe in a manger 
Would flee from coming danger 
 
What Christmas means to me 
Came with His ministry 
Many don’t believe 
We to it must cleave 
 
What Christmas means to me 
Christ died for me 
Up He rose again 
Seated in heaven again 
 
What Christmas means to me 
From our sins must leave 
He’ll come again some-day 
Forever with Him we’ll stay 
 

Christmas 
Adam Baron 
 
Some people think Christmas  
Is all about presents  
Or candy, chocolate, and toys. 
But Christmas is all about Jesus. 
Think of all the girls and boys 
Who waited so long for Jesus. 
The Messiah, told about from long ago 
That would come and save them,  
They expected Him to be a hero. 
They thought a king of Him. 
Jesus was not an earthly king,  
But He saved them from their great sin, 
That is why today we sing  
Of Noel or Emmanuel, those were Him. 
He was God among us; 
That is why we call Him Emmanuel. 
We call Him that because 
He was the saviour of Israel. 
As a baby laid in a manger, 
There was no room at the inn. 
Exposed to all kinds of danger, 
Like punishment compared to heaven. 
 
Shepherds were watching their flocks by night. 
Then an angel came saying”, don’t be afraid.” 
And suddenly there was a great light,  
And an amazing sound was made. 
A multitude of the heavenly host,  
Were praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth, peace, goodwill toward men.” 
 
Christmas is all about Jesus’ birth,  
He caused great joy in His coming down to 
earth. 
Today we are still celebrating, 
Jesus’ tough beginning 
On our dark sinful earth, 
While we’re sitting round the hearth. 
 
We’re thinking about either; 
Chestnuts over fire, 
Or God’s righteous ire, 
To sin that He sent His son  
Whom our sins got laid upon, 
In our hearts He does live on. 

What does Christmas mean to you? 
Anna Pieterman 

 
Maybe you get gifts from your family 

God gave us a gift too 
His son Jesus Christ. 

Christmas is a day to remember 
Jesus birth. 

 
His birth was so important 

Angels were singing 
Glory to God 

Peace be on earth 
and goodwill to men. 

 
He came to die 

for are sins 
on Easter 

But till that day 
He did good works 

And miracles. 
 

Now we wait 
For him to come 

Again. 
 

This is why we as 
Christians Celebrate 

Christmas. 
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What Christmas Means to Me 
Makayla Kruisselbrink 

 
Oh come, oh come Emmanuel, the people cried, 

The long awaited king was coming! 
Generation after generation, more and more 

people died, 
And as the people were working, to the songs 

they were humming. 
 

Joy to the world, the Christ is born, 
He was born in a lowly stable, 

Since He is here, we don’t have to mourn’ 
It is true!  It is not a fable! 

 
We three kings of Orient are, we traveled from 

afar, 
We bring gifts fit for a king, 

Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh they are, 
Praise God, let us rejoice and sing! 

 
Angels we have heard on high, said some men, 

Our Saviour has come! 
He is here! Amen!  Amen! 

He will heal the lame and the dumb. 
 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Because of Christ, we have Hope! 
Let the trumpets and tuba’s play, 

Because of Christ’s blood we are washed white as 
snow. 

 
So this Christmas, I hope you will feel the Love 

of God, 
And you will give Him your laud! 

Go now in Peace, 
And your love for Him will increase!! 

 
Have a merry and bright Christmas and a happy 

New Year! 

What Does Christmas Mean to You? 
Alyssa Gunnink 

 
What does Christmas mean to you? 

Christmas trees and presents,  
Or gingerbread and candy canes? 

To me, Christmas is much more than that. 
It is the gift of love, 
The gift of peace, 
The gift of joy; 
All from God. 

 
But Christmas trees don’t last forever, 

Neither do presents, gingerbread, and candy 
canes. 

But God’s gifts are eternal, 
His love is everlasting, 

His peace on us will not die, 
Our joy is forever. 

 
Christmas is not just a holiday to stay home from 

school. 
Christmas means the birth of a hope. 

The hope, that was Jesus; 
Come humbly from heaven as a baby. 

Born in a stable,  
With no place but a manger to sleep. 

 
Jesus came to die for you and me; 

He loved us’ 
He gave us hope in this dark world. 

He freed us from our sinful lives 
He redeemed us, and saved us.  

 
So this Christmas, 

Remember what the true meaning of Christmas 
is; 

That little baby in swaddling cloths lying in a 
manger. 


