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Darren Bosch
Carolin Bosscher
Treasurer: Jordan Kruisselbrink
Maintenance: Dave Guichelaar
Education Committee

Chairman/Board Liaison: Darren Bosch
Vice Chair: Matt Hutten

Secretary: Rachel Sikkema

Member:  John Spanninga

Member:  Brenda Vangrootheest

Teaching Staff
Gr. 1-2 - Mrs. E. Hutten

Gr. 3-4 9Ms. J. Kottelenberg

Gr. 5-6 dMs. C. VanAndel

Gr. 7-8 dMrs. M. Hulst

Principal/Gr. 7 -8 -Mrs. M. Kruisselbrink

Volunteer Staff

Mrs. J. Antuma (Librarian)

Mrs. C. Kruisselbrink (Music)

Mrs. R. Sikkema (Admin Assistant to
Principal)

Mission Statement:
Our aim is to assist parents
in educating covenant
children in accordance with
Godds Word as
that in the Three Forms of
Unity, to equip and assist
them in developing their
individual gifts and talents
for a joyful life of
responsible stewardship to
Godos
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Here we are just days till Christmas
and the celebration of the birth of
our Saviour! God is so good to us. We
see that again and again as a school
society. At the parent/teacher
interviews we could witness the
dedication and passion of our
teachers as well as their love for the
students. We could also see much of
the work being done in the
classroom and the cool artwork in
the hall! Last week we could also
enjoy the wonderful Christmas
concert where the students brought
praise and glory to God in word and
song.

We have been mentioning

lately
about becoming members of OAC!
(Ontario  Alliance  of  Christian
Schools). A lot of work has been
done by Rachel Sikkema to pass or
the information required by OACS;
this is finally bearing fruit. We

received the financial report back

from OACS which will help greatly
with filli ng out t he
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sent to the Canada Customs anc
Revenue Agency annually. With the
help of OACS we can feel more
confident that we are doing things

correctly. Also, should our school be
audited OACS will back us wp and
help us through the process. Finally,
OACS is helping us ascertain the cos
per student for tax purposes which in

turn could result in a break at tax

time for parental members. The

work done by Rachel and Petra this
summer on a O6ti md
sheetd was a nec:¢
process to determine the cost per
student and will be updated as
required.

We are looking for a CCRTC (Covenan
Canadian Reformed Teachers College
representative and/or governor. As
board we may nominate someone to sit
on the Board of Governors of the
College. A governor has the dual
function of representing our school
board and participating in the
governance of the Teachers College. If
this appears too daunting a rep would
be nice, someone to relay information
from t he Teachers College. If you are
interested and want to know more
please contact Calvin for more
information.

This week, the Ed-Com and those who
could make it from staff and board met
to review and discuss our new website.
We received many positive comments,
valuable feedback, and suggestions for
tweaks that will make the site user
friendly. There were a lot of good
ideas; some will be implemented
immediately and others may end up on
a Owi sh l'istd fo
meeting was a great success, thanks to
everyone who participated! Once
everything is in place the board will be
able to give final approval and we will
be able to put the website to use. We
see a lot of potential for the website
now and in the future, may all of this
be to Godds galgainr o
Darren for his many hours of work on
this, to Jonathan Reinink for his
contributions, and to everyone else
who had a hand in making this a
reality.

We wish you the Lo
the Holidays and hope that staff and
students may return to school
refreshed and ready for action on
January 5"
On behalf of the School Board,
Calvin Kapteyn
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As of November 30", 2014, the
bank balance was $4609.51, we
can be thankful the Lord has
blessed us with financial stability
for another year.

Great news has come from OACS
i n t he form of
student o6 calcul a
year. (All the time and effort
Petra and Rachel have put into
t he oti me
spreadsheetsod h
fruition!) OACS has calculated

FROM THE EDUCATION COMI

With Christmas holidays just
around the corner and the school
year well on its way, we are
amazed at the goodness of our
God and give Him much thanks
and praise.

It was good to see a great
turnout at the recent fall
membership meeting, thanks to
all who came for a great evening
of information and fellowship.
Part of the evening was to give
an update on the website
project. We are very excited
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the 2013/2014 number to
$236.79 per student, which
means a parental member with 2
kids in school will receive a tax
receipt of $7,326.42.

Please keep in mind it is not too
late for this calendar year to
make a donation to the school
and please remind friends and
family too.

Jordan Kruisselbrink
treasurer.oscrs@gmail.com

about it, itds cc
to all participating in making this
amazing tool come to fruition. We
also discussed at the evening our
work relating to the 5 year plan of
keeping current the needs of our
school and its curriculum. Please
keep an eye out for an emailed
survey regarding this 5 year plan
giving you an opportunity to give
us feedback, we welcome that.

We were recently able to
complete positive visits with the
school staff. We are very blessed

FEE SCHEDULE AS OF JULY 1,
2014

Category 1(Junior/Student):
$50.00/month

Category 2 (Young
Adult/Single/Retired):
$150.00/month

Category 3 (Regular members):
$285.00/month

Category 4 (Parental members):
$650.00/month

Postdated cheques are required
Please get these to the Treasurer
as soon as possible.

with our teachers and volunteers
and all who contribute to the
successful operation of our school.
Thank you!

The Education Committee wishes
the Harvest staff and students a

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New
Year. May God bless the children

and staff of our school.

On behalf of the Education
Committee,
Matt Hutten

Wishing you all a Merry Cht
and a Blessed New Yee¢


mailto:treasurer.oscrs@gmail.com

Page3 of 9

&30. 6(%

We have much thankfulness as we
close the first section of our school
year. As we look forward to the
New Year, 2015, we can reflect on
God's goodness from the past year.
God has richly blessed us as staff
and students. In September we had
many new faces, from little Grade
1s to three new staff. Over this
past term relationships were built
among staff and students. As a
school, we have grown in love for
one another and for the LORD.
Staff and students have worked on
building our characters,
specifically the virtues of love and
encouragement. The Board and
Education Committee have played
active roles in the school and
behind the scenes. God has shown
Himself faithful and gracious again
in His care and provision for all our
school needs. Praise the Lord!

At the start of November, we met

as a school to discuss the virtue of
encouragement.  Students looked
up many texts in the Bible to show
them the need to encourage one
another. Together we
brainstormed many ways they
could use their words to encourage
others.  Through the month of
November we had three snow days,
this set us back in our plans and
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made a usually long month go by
very quickly. Students have
worked hard to "catch up" and
complete all their lessons. During
November the Staff and Education
Committee had a Curriculum
Building Night. This was a
productive night as we discussed
science curriculum, technology
needs and ways to reach every type

of learner. Grade 7/8 also
participated in a Volley Ball
tournament with other s chools

from our federation and placed
second. Well done!!

December was filled with
excitement and much practicing.
On December 5th our school had a
Spirit Day in which students and
staff were encouraged to dress up
in red, green or white. Most
students were very festive as they
dressed up as reindeer, trees and
even presents! We also had an
unexpected surprise as Sinterklaas
and Zwarte Piet stopped in at our
school. They threw candy at all
the students, explained their past,
and taught us some songs. It was a
pleasant, cheerful surprise, thank -

you from the wh ole school! (Please
see some pictures of this further on in the
Connection).

The following week we had two
Christmas Concerts to spread the

CLUBS!

gospel of the arrival of our Lord

and Saviour. On  Tuesday,
December 11th we had 39 Seniors
join us from different homes in
Owen Sound. It was a privilege to
sing for these Seniors and spread
the true meaning of Christmas.

Friday, December 12th was our
final concert, the students did an

excellent job. They had many

tasks in a short period of time -
recitations, singing and musical
instruments - what a joyful noise
was heard!

It is a blessing to end December
with a quiet school week having
our subjects as our main focus.
Many units are being completed so
that we can start fresh in 2015.

May God bless each family with a
special time of resting and

reflection on the birth of Jesus.

What a beautiful gift we have

received, who can imagine giving
up the glory of heaven to live

among us, sinful man. We are
certainly blessed beyond measure!
Have a blessed Christmas and ®d's
be gracious in 2015!

Melissa Kruisselbrink

Do you have a hobby that you enjoy? Would jaue to share your talent with
some children? During the month of January the school is planning to have
club afternoons. The students will select a club that interests them and leat
new skill. The clubs will be during the afternoon from 1300p.m.. If you

are interested in working with the children please contact Mrs. Kruisselbrink

Some ideas the staff has thought of are: knitting/crochet club, woodworking
club, painting club, leather design club, hockey/skating club, cooking club.
More ideas are welcome!
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Our community is a wonderful gift that God has blessed us with so richlifaving an active
community in which we help one another in various ways is so vital to the running of
school. Theexcitement and passion volunteers bring keeps students and staff joyful tc
Thank you to those who show much generosity, donations of ¢ats or coffee and ever
ceiling tiles (the reason for which is yet unknows . Thank you to the moms who provided
delicious soup or hot dog lunches. Thaniou to the librarians for the incentive to read, it is
helping as students are working hard on thejuest! Thankyou to those who drove for
special events or offered their vehicle for the event. Thapbu to those who organize
fundraisers, selling chocolates, dish brushes and chicken; and of course to all those
purchase these items! Thanou to Sinterklaas and Zwarte Piébr the wonderful surprise!
Thank you to those who come into the school every week to work with students one on on
- you play a very important role for staff and students. Thanjou to all those who helped
with the ChristmasConcerts from creating the program and serving the seniors, to directi
the children. Thankyou to all the committees involved in making the school run and to the
parents who help the teachers guide the students. Finally, thamki to the staff, it is a
pleasure to work with you! Our school community is certainly a joyful place, may th:
continue in 2015!

OThe greatest thing in
oneself, but i1t i1s t

CHRISTMAS CONCERT ~ DE
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If you wish to see these pictures
in colour, please go to the
version that is emailed to the
school news email group!




From the Grade 8larsrd«

FLYING SQUIRRELS
By: Gabe Kruisselbrink

Imagine if you could fly and have night vision just like a real flying squirrel.
Imagine that!

Northern flying squirrels are found through-out forested areas of Canada
but doubt you would see them in the forest.

Their large dark eyes are really good for seeing in the dark. They can see as
well at night as humans can see during the day.

Northern flying squirrels can glide 10 to 164 ft. That’s a lot but the most is
500 ft. by the colugo.

Their main foods are berries, nuts, lichens, fungi, seeds, tree buds,
blossoms, carrion and bird eggs.

Their main predators are owls, martens, fishers, weasels, raccoons,
bobcats, and a domestic cat.

| hope you agree with me that flying squirrels are cool because | think so.




