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  December  2014 

February is nearly over and it has 
been one to remember. It has been 
cold! However, with the heating 
system up and running again the 
school is warm. The students and 
teachers have been keeping busy with 
regular studies and a host of other 
activities as well. We can be thankful 
to the Lord for blessing us with a 
Christian school and a supportive 
Christian community. A special thank 
you goes out to all those who gave of 
their time to make „Clubs‟ a reality 
for our students this month. Between 
those who volunteered and those who 
provided some of the materials 
necessary for the clubs a lot of effort 
has been put forth, thanks! There 
were quite a variety of clubs for the 
children to participate in. There was, 
Set Design, Hockey Club, Cooking and 
Leather, Science Experiments, and 
Text Design! I did see some of the 
handiwork produced and it was pretty 
impressive. It is great to see and to 
know that our students are developing 
their God given talents in many ways. 
May He receive all the Glory. 
We would still love to find a CCRTC 
(Covenant Canadian Reformed 
Teachers College) representative 
and/or governor. If you are interested 
and want to know more please 
contact Calvin for more information.  
On Friday Feb 27, if all went as 
planned, the league will have made 
another step towards making our 
League Coordinator a reality. Part of 
the process involves the League 
becoming incorporated so that it is 
able to employ the coordinator on 
behalf of the League member schools. 
Each school is to have appointed a 
director of this new corporation. The 
paperwork was not all in order for our 
January League meeting so hopefully 
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all is in place and I will have signed on 
behalf of our school. There will be an 
executive committee that will deal 
with directly with the coordinator. 
The executive committee is 
accountable to the League. The 
coordinator will report regularly at 
League meetings. 
Staffing has the attention of Board 
and Ed-Com at this time of year and 
we ask that you keep our school in 
your prayers as interviews are held. At 
the time of this writing we are looking 
toward two interviews with potential 
staff members for next year. We also 
continue to actively pursue potential 
candidates for Principal. There are a 
number of Canadian Reformed Schools 
looking for a Principal so the demand 
is high and the supply is low. The 
reality we face is that we may not 
have everything in place for 
September and could have to come up 
with a creative solution. With this in 
mind we are looking at the long term 
goal of finding a suitable Principal 
that will be with us for the long haul. 
We are working on setting up 
interviews with two potential 
candidates who could be available in 
Sept 2016 D.V. Naturally we are 
seeking and hoping to find someone 
for September, this is ultimately in 
the Lord‟s hands! 
Since our school is in the Lord‟s hands 
we can remain confident and positive 
that He will continue provide as He 
sees fit. We need to be diligent in our 
work, serving Him as we seek to assist 
parents in their God given calling of 
raising the covenant children in the 
fear of His name and then trust that 
our Heavenly Father will bless our 
efforts. 
 
On behalf of the School Board, 

Calvin Kapteyn 
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in educating covenant 
children in accordance with 
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that in the Three Forms of 
Unity, to equip and assist 
them in developing their 

individual gifts and talents 
for a joyful life of 

responsible stewardship to 

God‟s glory. 
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FROM THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
The sun is getting brighter and 
the days are getting longer, 
praise the Lord, spring is 
coming and the school year has 
rounded the corner and we are 
already well into finishing the 
second half!  We are amazed at 
the goodness of our God and 
give Him much thanks and 
praise.  
 
A quick reminder for you to 
please respond to the Ed Com 
survey as it relates to the 5 
year plan, we value your input 
and look forward to feedback 
from you.   
 

Check out our new 

website at 

www.harvestschool.ca!!! 
 

 

We also rejoice with Melissa and 
Todd at the news of an expected 
little one!  Thanks Mellissa for 
your willingness to take on the 
responsibility of Principal, your 
work, sacrifice and dedication 
has been greatly appreciated by 
all.  May God bless you and your 
family. This of course leads us, 
along with the Board, to 
proactively pursue potential 
principal prospects that can 
assume the role for next year.  
We encourage you to share your 
thoughts and ideas on this and 
request that you to share our 
need with your family and 
friends abroad as well.  

Our new amazing website 
couldn‟t have been timed better 
for this need, check it out at 
www.harvestschool.ca, thanks 
again to all participating in the 
launch of this wonderful tool. 
  
The Education Committee wishes 
the Harvest staff and students 
much strength and enjoyment 
while completing this school 
year, March break will be here 
before you know it!  May God 
bless the children and staff of 
our school. 
 
On behalf of the Education 
Committee, Matt Hutten 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
The first report of 2015 is a positive one, with a bank balance of 
$6500 for February 15th.  The tax receipts have been issued to all 
donators; what a change in the 'parental member' category now 
getting a substantial portion of their fees receipted, so please 
keep the schools heating bill in mind when you receive your large 
tax refund!   
Our society will be working with OACS on an annual basis so our 
'cost of education' should continue to stay around the $250.00 
range for the foreseeable future.  Once again we can be thankful 
to the Lord for his continued blessing on our school!  Please 
remember to date your cheques for the 15th and 30th/31st of 
each month.  
Jordan Kruisselbrink 

FEE SCHEDULE AS OF JULY 1, 2014 
 

Category 1(Junior/Student): 
$50.00/month 
Category 2 (Young 
Adult/Single/Retired): 
$150.00/month 
Category 3 (Regular members): 
$285.00/month 
Category 4 (Parental members): 
$650.00/month 

 

Postdated cheques are required.   
Please get these to the Treasurer 

as soon as possible. 

http://www.harvestschool.ca/
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK… 

  

 

The school year is going by quickly!  
The Lord continues to provide us 
with great opportunities for 
learning and teaching.  It is a 
wonderful blessing to have the 
opportunity to be part of a 
Christian school where each day 
we can sing and pray to Him as a 
school community. 
January and February were cold 
months outside, but things were 
warm and busy inside our school!  
We had a slow start to the 2015 
school year with 4 snow days our 
first week.  Thankfully since then 
we have enjoyed good weather for 
driving.  We can be thankful to our 
Heavenly Father for granting us 
travelling mercies, especially 
during the recent extreme cold 
days.   
Through the months of January and 
February we have had the 
opportunity to work on the 
character of perseverance.  This 
character trait can be used in so 
many areas, from how we do our 
daily work, to our attitudes 
towards one another.  As we move 
on to another character trait in 
March may our students continue 
to persevere in their service of our 
Almighty King. 
During the month of January our 
students were busy in their 
different subjects.  Grade 7/8 had 
the opportunity to play Basketball 
against Timothy Christian.  Thank-
you to the drivers.  Good team-
work students!  On January 23rd 
we had a special "Twin and Triplet 
Day" with some exciting activities 

in the afternoon; team-work on 
this day was a must!  January was 
also a special month because we 
had a wonderful visit from the 
Lighthouse group.  On January 
27th, they came for a visit to our 
classrooms, joined us for a soup 
lunch and went skating with us at 
the Keady Arena.  Some special 
bonds were made; Grades 3-6 are 
hoping to visit this group in their 
own home in the first week of 
March.  Friendship among God's 
children is a beautiful blessing! 
Club Afternoons was our final big 
event in January.  On January 28th 
we started our first club afternoon, 
it was a great success.  Through 
the four weeks students have 
developed new skills and talents 
perhaps they didn't know they had.  
Many students were exposed to 
new things, even with their taste 
buds!  A HUGE thank-you to our 
club leaders, your efforts will leave 
very special memories in the minds 
of the students! 
February is always a quick month, 
especially with the Family Day 
weekend.  Yet students are 
working hard, finishing projects 
and big assignments.  Speeches 
were held in the beginning of 
February, the students did an 
excellent job.  The judges did a 
great job marking and evaluating, 
thank-you for your efforts!  In 
Grade 7/8, Kimberly S. placed 
first, Ethan K. placed second and 
Lauren S. placed third.  In Grade 
5/6, Makayla K. placed first, Lucas 
G. placed second and Adam B. 

placed third.  Excellent work 
students, speeches are always a lot 
of work!  On February 5th, the 
Grade 7/8 class had fun at Blue 
Mountain, it was a beautiful, 
sunny, cold day and the students 
used their lift tickets to the 
maximum with only taking a half 
hour lunch!  It was very neat to see 
the students improve over the day 
and see what skills they had 
remembered from the year before.  
This Friday, February 27th our 
Grade 7/8 students are planning to 
attend a Basketball tournament in 
Smithville with some other co-ed 
teams from our federation.  They 
have practiced many recesses and 
learned a lot, hopefully they will 
enjoy some healthy competition! 
As you have read, the school is a 
busy, active place.  Many activities 
go on in addition to the learning 
within each classroom.  Parents, 
please feel free to stop in the 
classrooms from time to time.  See 
the bulletin board displays or the 
art projects they are creating, dig 
into the joy of learning with us!  As 
staff we will be preparing second 
term report cards this weekend.  It 
is a joy as teachers to report on 
the gifts and talents your children 
are blessed with.  Take time to 
read these reports together and 
praise the Lord for the opportunity 
to learn and grow in a Christian 
community! 
 

Melissa Kruisselbrink 



 
 
 
Page 4 of 9 
 

  

 
 

"Oh, how good it is when the family of God, dwells together in spirit, in faith in unity." 
Mrs. C. Kruisselbrink is teaching this song by Keith and Kristyn Getty to the students this 
term.  It is a wonderful reminder of our need to work together.  Again this term our school 
has felt the blessing of many volunteers and those who dedicate their time and effort in 
helping run our school.  First of all, an enormous thank-you to the Board and Education 
Committee.  They are working very hard right now to fill positions for next year, and yet, in 
addition to that they constantly work on many projects to help our school run smoothly.  
Their work is behind the scenes to many, but to myself as principal, it is a wonderful blessing 
to have such dedication and encouragement from these committees.  A big thank-you to our 
librarians again, especially for willingly moving library time during our club afternoons.  
Thanks also to Cindy Kruisselbrink for the music program and the additional highlights you 
helped add to our Lighthouse visit.  Thank-you to Jenn Gunnink and Rachel Sikkema for 
helping with the coffee, baking and soup lunch on the Lighthouse visit as well.  Thank-you to 
the many moms who provided delicious pots of soup for all the staff and students to enjoy!  
Thank-you to our judges for the speech contest, Carolin Bosscher, Dave Guichelaar and 
Samantha Vangils, we appreciate the time you took to listen to the students' many speeches.  
Thank-you to Carolin Bosscher and Lee-Ann Kruisselbrink for driving and braving the cold 
while joining the students on the hills at Blue Mountain.  Thank-you to Irene Baron and Tim 
DeGelder, for driving to Timothy Christian School for an afternoon of basketball.  A big 
thank-you to Irene Baron for driving to the basketball tournament and for the Gunnink's 
who loaned their van to the teachers for the day!  Thank-you to our Club Leaders/Volunteers 
- Jenn Vandenberg, Jenn Gunnink, Ann Groeneveld, Alex Sikkema and Lee-Ann & Ethan 
Kruisselbrink; the students are sad that clubs are over, it was a great time to learn many new 
things!  Thanks again to those who faithfully come to the school week after week to work one 
on one with students.  Thanks also to those on the Grade 8 Parent Fundraising Committee; 
specifically Cathy Scheper who manages our Student Fund.  As the saying goes, many hands 
make light work; in this case perhaps, many hands create a joyful school community!  Praise 
be the Lord for aiding us in working together! 

 

“The greatest thing in life is not to get things for 
oneself, but it is to give of oneself.” 



 
 
 
Page 5 of 9 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Pictures of what occurred in some of the CLUBS! 

 

If you wish to see these 
pictures in colour, 

please go to the version 
that is emailed to the 

school news email group! 
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  From the Grade 7 & 8 classroom  
 

The grade 7 and 8 students completed a descriptive writing activity in conjunction 
with one of the short stories that they studied.  This story was about two men who 
were bedridden.  One of the men was able to sit up for a short period of each day.  
His bed was beside the window and he would describe to the other gentleman what 
was going on outside.  This story ends with an ironic twist.  To find out the ending 
speak to one of the grade 7 or 8 students, or read the story The Window by Rev. 
Roger W. McCombe.  Enjoy!  mh 
 

The Ice Rink 
Thomson it is a sunny winter day 
today. Oh look the kids are playing 
hockey on the river. And one boy is 
tying his skate. It is a big rink. The 
bridge for once there is no cars. Well, 
well, I see more kids coming to the 
rink; it must be a Saturday morning. 
The one side has a real net. There 
are two boats on the river. The 
houses have snow on them. The 
house are sparkling. There are 23 
homes and there is a hill there too 
and there is a farm.   The river has a 
big curve.  

Michael Nordeman 

The Game We Love 
It‟s winter now and snow is everywhere. It‟s a 
sparkling white that shines like the sun. The 
rink is frozen over so guess what that means… 
it‟s hockey time. Bright toques and jerseys 
are what you see as the kids race to throw on 
their skates and start. And the game starts, 
the kids are off. The puck is shot towards the 
net and wow… he scores. The dog is now 
joining the fun. What a sight! The dog is 
sliding everywhere trying to get the puck! 
What a game changer… the dog now has the 
puck and is running or should I say sliding to 
the net! What a silly sight…the dog is now in 
the net with the puck! The children are 
hysterical looking at the dog standing so 
innocently. Wow what a great day! The 
children tear their skates off and are racing 
home… perhaps to get a steaming cup of 
cocoa with marshmallows or even some 
cookies. They‟ll probably be at it again 
tomorrow so get ready!     
Kimberly Scheper 
 

The Rink 
The pond has frozen over and the kids made an ice rink with boards painted red and white 
around it. There are two little boys waiting their turn to play. They brought their spotted 
white and brown beagle with them. There are men on the rink and they are taking shots on 
the goalie; they are all wearing different colored jerseys with their numbers on them. The 
old maple tree has lost all of its leaves and there is some dead, dry, yellow and brown 
grass by a broken down fence. The house have smoke coming out of their chimneys and all 
of the houses have some snow on their roofs. The sky is full of dark clouds and it looks like 
we will get some rain. The houses look extra big this morning and their window shutters 
are flapping in the wind coming of the ice rink. The children‟s jerseys are the same colors 
and they are watching the men play their hockey game to see if they can pick up any of 
the moves the men used.    
Andrew Baron                                   
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Down at the Ice Rink  
    It‟s a nice, cold, sunny day in late winter. 
There are happy kids playing on the ice and 
others sitting off the ice waiting for their 
turn to play. They are playing a homemade 
version of curling using brooms and can. 
Trees of all different kinds surround the ice. 
There are also trees in the background, 
behind an old barn, a house, and an old shed 
made out of wood used to store wood. There 
are tall orange and red buildings just at the 
horizon. Snow covers everything. Not tons of 
snow but still enough to make it seem like 
winter. Everything looks nice and maybe 
that‟s why the kids look so happy, that and 
because they are having fun together. 
 
Mariah DeGelder 
 

The Baseball Diamond 
 

There are houses in the background and trees 
on the left side of the baseball diamond. A kid 
with a striped shirt and blue jeans pitched the 
ball to a girl in blue who is waiting for the 
pitch to hit it. It‟s a cloudy day out there with 
a patch of blue in the sky. In the city there is a 
church and houses.  There is a red car on the 
road heading towards the baseball diamond. 
There are trees around the houses and there is 
a river running in-between the baseball 
diamond and the city. There is a fence 
surrounding the baseball diamond. It looks like 
a great game.  It looks like the kids are having 
fun. 
 
Matthew DeVries 
 

On the Soccer Field 
The grass is green and the sky is pretty clear with 
a few clouds.  Some children are playing a soccer 
game.  There are two teams a blue team and a 
white team.  A boy from the white team has the 
ball and is running up the field with it.  The other 
members of the team are on the sidelines 
watching the game.  Behind the children playing 
soccer is a picnic table and a bench.  On the 
bench is a man watching the game tying his shoe 
and his dog is sitting right beside him.  Behind him 
are a fence and some trees and some pink flowers.  
Behind the trees are a pond and some houses and 
barns.  The houses are orange, white, brown and 
red.  Some vehicles that are grey and orange are 
parked beside an orange house on the road.  Fields 
and trees are after the houses.  

Lauren Scheper 
 

Down at the Rink 
All the kids are down at the rink. Some of the 
kids are already on the ice playing hockey. 
Others are lacing up their skates and are getting 
ready to play. The ice rink is surrounded by 
boards. And the rink is in the shape of an oval. I 
see some more children coming up the road to 
the rink. They are coming up from the town, 
which is gently covered with snow and looks 
very beautiful in the afternoon sun. Icicles are 
hanging on some houses and glistening in the 
sun. The surrounding countryside is covered in a 
lot of snow, but the rink is cleared and looks 
very smooth. The kids are now in a good game 
of pickup. They are all pretty bundled up and I 
can see their breath so it must be very cold 
outside. It all looks very nice with all the kids 
down at the rink. 

Ethan Kruisselbrink 
 

Beautiful Day for Football 
It is a beautiful fall day today. The sky is blue and there are big, white, puffy clouds up there. The 
water on the river is calm and there are a few fishing boats but it looks like they‟re just tied to the 
dock. There isn‟t many people in the town that I can see it looks pretty quiet. Though on the other side 
of the river there some kids playing. One boy is biking, one is jumping and one is just sitting down on 
the football field. There‟s a big tree pretty close to the window that has some leaves that are starting 
to fall. There‟s a bike leaning up against the tree probably from one of the kids. Beside the tree 
there‟s a group of kids that are in football gear and look like they‟re getting ready to play some 
football. Also sitting in the group of boys is a girl I wonder if she‟s going to play too. Behind the town is 
a whole bunch of trees all different kinds, there‟s some pine trees and a lot of trees with green leaves 
and quite a few that have red and yellow. It looks like it‟s pretty early in fall because most of the 
leaves are still green with a few bunches of colourful. It is a wonderful day for a football game I hope 
they have fun.  

Joanna Kapteyn 
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Skiing at Blue Mountain and Basketball 
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“Teach Me Thy Way 
O Lord”  

Ps. 27:11 

Editor: 

Melissa 

Kruisselbrink 

 

Publisher: 

Rachel Sikkema 

February CARE Day 
On Friday, February 13, 2015 we celebrated in a conference the completion of the church 
history and bible templates for the use of classroom preparation. 
We opened with the words from Hebrews 6:13-20 and the certainty of God‟s promise: “We 
have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary 
behind the curtain, where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf”. 
We grouped for discussion based on grade level and discussed how we used the templates. It 
is important for staff to make these templates their own by adding to them and personal 
becoming informed and immersed in God‟s word. 
Mrs. Judy Kingma concluded how the History of the church reveals how God uses weak and 
sinful people to further His kingdom work.  God continues to unfold how He will do this to 
His glory.  
Rev. D. Agema explained how to use the building blocks for story telling. 
The official unveiling of the completed Bible curriculum took place and each school was 
presented with their own CD to take back to their school. An enjoyable celebratory 
reception took place in which cake was served. 
In attendance for Harvest,  

Emma Hutten 


