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  December  2014  

Dear members and supporters, we are 
two months into another school year, 
and we have had beautiful autumn 
weather, and the students were able 
to enjoy a number of field trips and 
witness God’s creation all around 
them. We all can witness the fall 
colours and acknowledge God’s 
sovereign control and power over the 
seasons and times of our lives. Our 
school continues to focus on God and 
His majesty in every single subject as 
the staff embeds reformed markers 
into each subject, and this certainly is 
evident in the work that comes home! 
 

Recently we had time to celebrate 
Thanksgiving and as Board we want to 
give a special thank-you to our staff. 
Our staff is the reason our school is 
running so smoothly. They all have 
been here for a number of years; they 
have a great bond together, and a 
positive attitude and willingness to 
work together. Miss Kapteyn has been 
a great addition to our staff as well; 
she has proven herself to be capable 
and very willing to take on the 
challenge of teaching. Our Principal 
recently attended a Principals’ 
Conference, and there he was able to 
reflect and articulate what a great 
blessing we have here in Harvest with 
our staff members, so please take a 
moment of your time to share your 
appreciation to them! 
 

We are coming to the time of year 
where we are getting ready for our 
fall membership meeting which will be 
held on November 14. Joanie Vis and 
Ben DeJager have been willing to let 
their names stand for nomination to 
become new board members. Our 
school continues to operate efficiently 
with a big thank you to everyone who 
volunteers their time and abilities! 
Also at the membership meeting 
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Harvest Foundation will make a 
presentation about their new initiative 
to assist struggling families with 
tuition. This is an amazing and 
humbling initiative thanks to a huge 
donation by someone that sees the 
value in Christian education, and 
wants to make it possible for those 
who struggle financially. Please see 
their advertisement in this 
publication. 
 

Also at our membership meeting we 
will be presenting the new budget for 
the 20/21 school year. Our finance 
committee always has lots of numbers 
on their mind. Part of this package 
shows the final numbers from the year 
past, it shows our current budget, and 
also the proposed budget. Balancing 
the budget is a lot more than just 
balancing a bunch of numbers and 
making sure total income matches 
total expenses. Balancing a budget is 
also a balancing act between having a 
good quality education or just a 
school, between experienced, loving 
staff or high staff turnover, between 
low student to teacher ratio or packed 
classroom, between appreciated 
teachers or teacher burnout, between 
a neat tidy building or a rundown 
facility, between Christ-centered 
education or just education. We feel 
our school is making the right choice 
in all the above, so a big thank you to 
the finance committee for balancing 
the budget, and NO the budget does 
not balance itself. 
 

We look forward to seeing you all on 
November 14 at 7:30pm! 
 

On behalf of the Board, Alex Sikkema 

Mr.  James Meinen 

Pr incipa l  

177551 Concession 5, R.R. #3 
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& 
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Website: www.harvestschool.ca 

 

Mission Statement: 
Our aim is to assist parents 

in educating covenant 
children in accordance with 
God’s Word as we confess 
that in the Three Forms of 
Unity, to equip and assist 
them in developing their 

individual gifts and talents 
for a joyful life of 

responsible stewardship to 

God’s glory. 
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resources to see if there is 
something we can implement in the 
upcoming year. 
 

We recently welcomed Marloes 
Mulder to the EdCom, in 
replacement of Irene Baron as our 
Library Rep. Thanks for your work 
the past three years Irene, we 
appreciate all that you did! 
Welcome Marloes, we hope you feel 
like a part of our team, and we look 
forward to working with you. 
 

Our first classroom visits are just 
about to begin. This is a great way 

As finance committee, we've 
finalized the financial budget for 
Harvest School in the school year 
ending 2021. We've outlined our 
core objectives as well as an 
outline as to how we hope to 
achieve these objectives. Look 
for this information in the 
upcoming AGM package. For your 
comparison, the two previous 
year's budgets and last school 
year's actuals are included to get 

a sense of historical data and 
trends.  
 

We are thankful for you the 
membership. We are thankful for 
you the staff. We are thankful for 
the wonderful student body. Not 
to forget outside of our 
community also - those donors, 
supporters and organizations such 
as The Harvest Foundation. So 
much to be thankful for! Praise 

God our heavenly provider, the 
giver of all good things.  
 

Mark Hutten, Treasurer 

 

 
 
  

It is hard to believe that we are 
already a couple months into the 
school year. God continues to bless 
us at Harvest with great teachers, 
willing volunteers and eager 
students. 
 

While there may not be a lot of new 
things or major updates from the 
EdCom, that doesn’t mean we 
aren’t hard at work. We continue to 
review the curriculum, and in 
particular are looking into the 
spelling curriculum right now. We 
are looking into other schools 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

for the board and EdCom to come 
to the school and see first-hand 
how things happen at Harvest.  
 

We thank the teachers for their 
hard work, their patience, and for 
making Harvest the great school 
that it is.  We pray for their 
continued strength, and also pray 
for the covenant children that they 
teach!  
 

On behalf of the Education 
Committee, 

Curtis Hutten 

The f ol low in g scho o l  
fees  are  i n  ef fe ct  a s  of  

Ju ly  1 ,  20 19 !  
$710.00 - Parental 
$310.00 - General 

$160.00 - Single/Retired 
$50.00 - Student. 

 

FROM THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK: 
 

That of course takes many different 
forms, and one such form is being 
active in the political process.   With 
the federal election just wrapping 
up, hopefully everyone had the 
opportunity to vote and add their 
voice to our democracy.   Here at 
Harvest it was great that our 
students could see first-hand how the 
voting process worked as our gym 
was converted into a polling station 
and the students could get a tour of 
how the voting process works.   
 
Now while many of us voted, it was 
possibly a challenge to get excited to 
vote for political parties that don’t 
seem to mirror many of our values.  
About six years ago, I recall chatting 
about this problem with some church 
members in Neerlandia.  One 
passionate graduate, from Covenant 
Canadian Reformed School, lamented 
that no candidates were fighting for 
Christian values.  He promptly 
directed his energy into ARPA and 
voiced his concerns at the local 
Conservative Riding Association.  At 
such a meeting someone responded 

to his lament, telling him if he was 
so concerned why doesn’t he run for 
the Conservative Party and make a 
difference rather than just 
complaining.  The young man 
decided to do just that and took 
time off from his mechanic job to 
run for federal government. 
 
About a year later that young man 
found himself the newly elected MP 
for Barrhead/Westlock and a few 
weeks ago he won his second 
election with 80% of the vote.  His 
name is Arnold Viersen.  While his 
pro-life stance has him confined to 
the backbenches, it is a huge 
blessing to have MP Viersen shine a 
bright light in Ottawa.  This election 
also saw two more Canadian 
Reformed people elected in BC 
(Tamara Jansen and  Tako Van 
Popta) and a fourth from Manitoba 
(Lawrence Toet) losing in a close 
race. 
 
While three people from our 
churches were elected, many more 
Canadian Reformed people were 

While being an MP is not an option 
for many of us, reflecting Christ’s 
light is something we can all do.  
This is something we teach the 
students as we discuss our roles as 
prophets, priests and kings.  To 
that end over the past couple of 
years, our students have had 
opportunities to write to 
politicians, meet politicians, to 
invite members of our community 
to visit, to sing God’s praises in 
Owen Sound, to sponsor a child 
and to participate in things like the 
Remembrance Day poster contest, 
where many of our posters 
highlight biblical texts and the 
comfort we have in Christ.  We 
also look forward to inviting our 
new MP Alex Ruff to the school in 
the next few months.  The Lord 
willing, this work will help equip 
and empower our students to stand 
up in our world and be bright lights 
in whatever role they find 

themselves in. 

The words in this text 
dovetail nicely with our 
school’s vision for 
education which states: 
“We see today’s students 
being tomorrow’s parents, 
educators, school board 
and ultimately, Christ’s 
image bearers.  We see 
these leaders fully 
committed to living 
out faithful obedience 
rooted in a Biblical 
worldview while using 
their gifts for God’s glory 
and kingdom as Prophets, 
Priests and Kings”. 
 
Part of our threefold task 
involves speaking out 
against injustice, being 
active in our larger 
community and reflecting 
God’s love in all that we 

do. 

active this election 
campaign to bring the 
Christian voice to the 
debate.  Here in Ontario I 
know of at least three 
graduates from our 
Christian schools who had 
prominent roles in this last 
election campaign.  These 
individuals who served on 
campaigns that did not win 
undoubtedly felt the sting 
of democracy where 
“having a say, does not 
necessarily mean getting 
your way.”  But win or lose, 
these individuals set a solid 
example to the next 
generation about what 
shining your light looks like.  
Seeing such an uptick in 
people from our circles 
active in the larger 
community and working to 
affect change is wonderful! 
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Fundraising 
 

Thanks to all those who helped with Campfire 
clean-up, veggie packs, our work day and 
chocolate bar sales.  These fundraisers went great 
and we have already met more than half of our 
fundraising goal for this year!   This money will 
help fund field trips, skating, tournaments, year-
end trips and fun days here at school. 
 

A Busy Fall: 
 

A whole host of extra-curricular activities 

and clubs took place these past two 

months of school.  Every grade enjoyed at 

least one field trip and some enjoyed 

multiple trips.  Most trips had students out 

in God’s creation, enjoying the incredible 

ecosystems, plants and animals in this 

part of the world.  Senior students have 

also been busy with sports and Harvest 

competed in both Soccer and Cross 

Country.  In both sports we had success.  

Of note, our boys’ cross-country team had 

an amazing race at Dundas Conservation 

Area, with Justin winning first place and 

our boys team winning first place overall!  

This win was a first for our school and a 

remarkable achievement as we were 

completing against all the big schools.  It 

has been a busy and exciting few months 

here at Harvest! 

Report Cards 
 
In early November interim report cards will go out.  

These report cards provide a brief glimpse of how 

your child fared these first two months of school and 

a more detailed report card goes out at the end of 

term 1 (early in the new year).  While the report 

card isn’t overly detailed, we hope to go into much 

more detail about how your child is doing at 

Parent/Teacher Conferences which are set for 

November 4 and 5.  These conferences are very 

valuable in allowing us to share more about your 

child and in helping us plan how to we can work 

together to see your child fully utilize their God 

given talents. 

That’s it from the principal desk.  Please continue to keep Harvest and the 
work we do in your thoughts and prayers.  Your support is greatly appreciated! 

James Meinen 
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  Grade 7&8 Psalms 

After studying the themes and Hebrew poetry in the Psalms, the grade 7&8 class was tasked with writing 

their own psalm for the Lord using themes such as God’s greatness, His mercy, and grace. They also 

incorporated different elements of Hebrew poetry such as parallelism, imagery, hyperbole, refrain, and 

acrostic. 
 

PSALM 152  by: The Max 

 

1. Hallelujah sing praises to the Lord 

Give God ALL the praises 

2. Every Praise is to the almighty 

Let the caves echo his praise 

3. Salvation is from the lord 

HE has saved us all 

4. The wise man believes in the Lord 

The foolish man does not know the Lord 

5. He has sent his only Son to the cross 

He died for all the sins in the world 

6. The stone which the chief cornerstone 

The builders had rejected. 

7. Praise the Lord!! 

Psalm of praise by Jackson Spanninga 

 

The Lord is our rock our shield and strength 

He will protect you as well as guide you 

For he is the shepherd and we are the sheep. 

We belong to him and we are not our own 

but are his in all that we do. 

He made us which gives him authority over us. 

He holds the universe in the palm of his hand 

for he is big and we are small. 

He created everything just by speaking 

for a great and glorious God he is. 

He will help you in your struggles 

and guide you through your fears 

for a great and glorious God is he. 

He is a God of wonder and power 

full of majesty  

for a great and glorious God is he. 

Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice 

and paid for all of your sins 

so be thankful for his mercy and grace 

no man could do what he did 

so be thankful and rejoice. 

A Psalm by Keele Bosch 

 

Praise the Lord, 

Bless Him in his holy courts, 

Bless Him always, 

Exalt His name forever, 

For He is holy 

Praise the Lord praise His holy name 

For He is wonderful, 

The Lord almighty is powerful, 

He can move mountains and stars, 

Our God can do many wonders, 

Our God is so mighty, 

Praise to the Lord and declare His majesty, 

Experience His grace, 

Trust His power. 

Our God is an awesome God, 

So love Him with all your heart, 

For the Lord are God is so good, 

Bless Him all the days you live, 

He named all the stars He is wonderful, 

Powerful, almighty, unchanging, 

Amazing, dominant, everywhere, 

Faithful, great, holy, infinite, just, kind, 

Loving, merciful, victorious, 

And He says we are his child? Yes we are! 

And that is amazing! Praise the Lord for that, 

The Lord our God is so amazing! 

Bless Him, bless Him for He chose us, 

If He cares for the little birds in the air, 

Certainly he cares for us. 

Make joyful sing and praise to the Lord our God! 

The Lord is the Shepherd and we are the sheep, 

Listen to God and do what he says and you will have 

many rich blessings! 

In you God I put my trust AMEN! 
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Psalm 153 by Rowen DeJager 

Oh LORD, how amazing is your name, 

Your name is worthy of my praise. 

You're so almighty and powerful. 

Every word of worship is to you LORD. 

The oceans sing your praises; 

The seas exult your name. 

I give God my praise 

Oh LORD, to you I give my praise 

The whole earth bows down to you, 

The church bows down to you. 

The earth declares the glory of your name, 

But the sinful people ignore you and hate you. 

On the cross you died for me, 

On the cross you died for the world. 

LORD, you are indescribable, 

How awesome is your name. 

You hold me in the palm of your hands, 

You are the Alpha and Omega, 

The one and only.  

The earth trembles, 

At the sound of your name. 

You are the perfect king; 

My almighty God and Father 

The galaxies fall down before you, 

The earth crumbles beneath your feet. 

Oh LORD, how amazing is your name, 

Your name is worthy of my praise 

A Psalm of Praise 

By: Justin Gunnink 

 

Oh Lord my Saviour 

Almighty and powerful are you. 

Great and awesome is your name 

For you created everything. 

You created the whole galaxy in six days, 

Breathing out stars of size we can’t 

comprehend 

You gave us your creation that we can enjoy, 

Almighty and powerful are you. 

Although we are a weak and sinful people 

You in your mercy and grace still save us. 

You love and care for us, 

Like a father to his son, 

And save us from eternal condemnation. 

Oh Lord of lords and God of gods, 

Almighty and powerful are you. 
 

A PSALM by Ethan Guichelaar 

 

1. Praise the LORD 

Praise Him for all things for he created them. 

2. O God we love you 

For you love us, we are delicate made from the dust of the 

earth. 

3. You are so amazing for you made the heavens and the 

earth 

As well as the stars and the planets and all the creatures on the 

earth 

4. You O God created all things. 

We are so sinful 

5. But you still love us. 

And even more You sent your Son to earth 

6. But He forgave or sins when He didn’t have to. 

But He did because you love us 

7. We praise you for this 

And thank you for it. 

8. We can’t even describe you that’s how awesome 

And magnificent You are God. 

9. God your also the most powerful 

And sent Pharaoh and his army plunging 

Into the Red Sea. 

10. You can make miracles happen 

And get rid of diseases 

Anything you want to do you can do O God. 

11. Again Praise the LORD 

For all things He created them. 

12. I won’t fear if thousands are against me 

For I know you will protect me 

13. You’re my shield and protector. 

And to those who are against me you will crush them 

And punish them. 

14. I don’t have to fear for your there beside me 

Like a child learning how to walk with his mother holding him 

That’s what You O God do for me. 

15. We can see you as an eagle swooping down to pick us up 

When we need You, that’s how we can know you love us. 

16. We are sinful but when you see us we can know 

Jesus forgave and paid for our sins and we are seen with Him. 

17. It’s so amazing that we are saved and freed from sin 

When we don’t even deserve it at all and we know we’re so 

sinful. 

18. God loves us that much 

And will be beside us when we need Him. 

19. In tough times and In good times 

You are still there beside me. 

20. Again Praise the LORD 

For He created all things 

Praise the LORD! 
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Psalm 151    A psalm of Gabe 

 

Praise the Lord 

Who when he was born the angels rejoiced 

And Shephards came to give him gifts 

Merciful 

Who entered the temple when he was 12 

And questioned the teachers of the law 

Omnipotent 

Who when Baptized God sent a dove 

And then spoke to the people 

Comforting 

Who survived with no water or food for 40 days 

And resisted the temptation of Satan 

Saviour 

Who could cast out Demons with words 

And put them into pigs 

Fulfilling 

Who could heal lepers and sick people with words 

And bring them to the Lord 

Cleansing 

Who could raise the dead 

And could do other miracles 

Superior 

Who fed 5,000 with 2 fish and 5 loaves? 

Trustworthy 

Who taught using parables? 

Courageous 

Who prophesied his own death? 

Foretelling 

Who when entering Jerusalem People sang? 

Awesome 

Who even though warned by Pharisees still preached? 

Forgiving 

Who was betrayed by his own disciple? 

Faultless 

Whose own disciple denied that he knew him? 

Incorruptible 

Who even though he helped the people, they still hated him? 

Truthful 

Who was beaten till he almost died? 

Upright 

Who was tried before Pontius Pilate? 

Fulfilling 

Who even though Pilate thought he was blameless got blamed? 

Empowering 

Who was crucified on a cross in Golgotha? 

Caring 

Who entered hell and defeated Satan? 

Abundant 

Who rose on the third day? 

Indescribable 

Who defeated death and resurrected? 

Blessed 

Who then ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God? 

Gracious 

And who will come again when judgement day is present like the sun 

The Lord Jesus Christ! 
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A Psalm by Barrett Meinen 

O LORD, how great is your majesty in all the earth! 

From the depths of the waters 

You produced light; 

Through your awesome power 

You set forth the heavens. 

You, O LORD, are so amazing! 

From the heights of heaven 

You drew forth land from the waters; 

With Your mighty breath 

You cast the stars into the skies. 

Lord, your love for us is incomprehensible! 

With Your omnipotent power 

You formed the fish of the sea; 

With Your supreme glory 

You created man. 

How then must we stand in awe of your greatness? 
 

We shall praise you O Lord for your mighty deeds! 

The stars bow down to your breath-taking power, 

The seas roar at your beautiful creations. 

We shall sing of your awesome works! 
 

We shall worship You, O Lord! 

When man disobeyed You, 

You loved him. 

When we fall short of your decrees, 

You forgive us. 

Lord, You are truly amazing! 

Though man continuously neglect Your laws, 

You were patient with him. 

When You chose to send the flood, 

You left a remnant to survive. 

How awesome are You O Lord! 

You made a covenant with Abraham, 

And made your own chosen people. 

You promised to send a Mediator, 

To save us out of sin. 

You are our Healer and Helper. 
 

Shout to the Lord! 

Your majesty is so great O Lord! 

Your great countenance rules over all! 

Sing praise for His mighty power! 
 

We shall glorify You, God! 

You sent Your only Son 

To die on the cross for our sins. 

You gave up your beloved child 

So that we might have eternal life. 

We shall worship and exalt Your name! 

You sent forth the twelve apostles 

To spread forth Your great deeds. 

You transformed Saul 

So that many would know of Your magnitude. 

Your glory shall be proclaimed! 

Though the church went astray, 

You conveyed the true message through Martin Luther. 

Though we still continually fall short of what You say, 

Jesus takes our sin away from us. 

Shout God’s praises to all the earth. 

An Acrostic Psalm By Ben Feenstra 

 

Salvation Giver 

Almighty and dominant 

Lord of lords 

Valiant in all battles 

Amazing and wonderful 

The King of kings 

Is triumphant in everything 

Omega and the Alpha 

Never ceasing  

 

Immanuel 

Seas will bow down for you 

 

From east to west your love extends 

Righteous in all you do 

Omnipotent 

Mighty and awe-inspiring are you O Lord 

 

The Creator of the universe 

Holy and magnificent 

Eternal God 

 

Amazing are you LORD 

Lord you are magnificent 

Mountains will become flat for you to pass by 

In the low places people will rise up 

Goats and sheep sing of your word 

Hills kneel for you 

Trees will bow down 

Yes even plants will praise you 

 

Lord you are amazing 

Oceans will kneel 

Right in all you do 

Dominating all in the earth 

 

Over powering everyone 

Fulfilling your promises 

 

Long suffering 

O Lord if we don’t sing your praise 

Rivers and streams will sing of your greatness 

Dells will rise up before you 

Sing of His greatness all you streams 

 

Salvation Is From the Almighty LORD of LORDS 


