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CONNECTION

December 2014

December 2019

FROM THE BOARD

School Board
Chairman:
Vice Chair:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Maintenance:

Curtis Hutten
Joanie Vis
Lee-Ann Kruisselbrink
Mark Hutten
Ryan Doan

Education Committee
Chair:
Joanie Vis
Vice Chair: Mitch Bultena
Secretary: Cathy Scheper
Member:
Marloes Mulder
Member:
Sarah Bosch
Teaching Staff
Gr. 1-2–Mrs. J. Vantol
Gr. 2–Miss A. Kapteyn
Gr. 3-4 – Miss E. deHaan
Gr. 5-6 & Principal – Mr. J. Meinen
Gr. 7-8 – Miss A. Hutten
Volunteer Staff
Mrs. J. Antuma (Librarian)
Mrs. M. Kruisselbrink (Learning
Assistance)
Mrs. R. Sikkema (Admin Assistant to
Principal)

Mission Statement:
Our aim is to assist parents
in educating covenant
children in accordance with
God’s Word as we confess
that in the Three Forms of
Unity, to equip and assist
them in developing their
individual gifts and talents
for a joyful life of
responsible stewardship to
God’s glory.
177551 Concession 5, R.R. #3
Owen Sound, ON, N4K 5N5
Phone: (519) 371-4498
Fax: (519) 371-6532
E-mail:
principal@harvestschool.ca
&
adminassistant@harvestschool.ca

Website: www.harvestschool.ca

It has been a busy few months on all
fronts: Students are working hard and
have transitioned from autumn activities
to winter fun and tobogganing again.
Staff are moving through their
curriculum at a good pace now that
everyone is in their routines, and the
Board has spent time preparing for the
fall AGM and is now getting ready for
things ahead.
In October the Board prepared for the
AGM by setting a new budget and
reviewing the books from the previous
year. Our total budget has increased a
significant amount, but the only increase
is $10/month to the parental members,
so we can be thankful for a growing
school, and also for the fundraising
efforts by Harvest Foundation, Round for
the Future, Voucher Program and the
Ladies Aid – all of these help to keep our
fees down. We had our AGM on November
14 where we heard from Harvest
Foundation about their new initiative to
assist parents in need with tuition, and
we were told about a cheque coming
from Harvest for $6443.00!
At our AGM we also voted for a new Board
member, and our vote ended up in a tie!
During coffee break we searched the
bylaws and there is no wording about
what to do in such a case so we cast lots
and Joanie Vis was selected to become
our new Board member. It was not very
long before she became quite involved as
we had our first meeting a week later.
Joanie is now the Ed Com Chair, and
Curtis Hutten is now the Board Chair.
Joanie brings to the table the experience
of being a Director to the League, being
on the Ed Com in Flamborough, and has
been very involved in a few different
Christian schools, so we welcome Joanie
and we pray for the Lord’s blessing to her
in her new role.
I attended a League meeting on Nov 29,
where we voted in favour of the new

Mr. James Meinen
Principal

salary grid for teachers which was
discussed at our AGM which is aimed at
attracting and retaining teaching staff.
This will be very difficult for schools with
declining enrolment but we can be
thankful that at this time we will be able
to manage this increase.
Some things the Board will be working on
shortly is teacher contracts for the
coming year. This always takes a bit of
time to get all the paper work and
salaries to match the recommended
salary grid, but we are very thankful for
everyone on our staff here at Harvest; we
are blessed to have them as they are
excellent teachers and role models for
our students, they are passionate and
have a love for their jobs which is always
evident whenever I go into the school. We
are also thankful to have stability in our
staffing for a few years now.
The Board will also be hosting an Open
House for everyone who is not a parental
member on 02 20 2020 at 2000hrs.
(Feb 20th at 8 pm
). This is a great time
for new people to our congregation,
young people and older people who are
not involved on a daily basis to come to
visit the school and hear all about it. One
of the goals of this evening is to continue
to seek more supporters and members for
our school society and we look forward to
seeing many of you there!
Before that all happens though we are
able to celebrate the birth of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ and the staff and
students can have a break so that they
can all come back in January recharged
and ready to continue with the school
year.
This is my last Connection report and I
would like to thank everyone for being
such a great team!
So, on behalf of the Board I want to wish
you Merry Christmas and a blessed New
Year!
Alex Sikkema
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Harvest continues into late
December on budget and in a
good financial position. Thank
you to all donors and supporters
for what you do, as we continue
in momentum for a positive
education experience here!
Two years ago, we were exploring
avenues to make interest on our
surplus cash. We discovered the
Harvest Kingdom Builder deposit,
and haven't looked back. This
year, included in the $6443.00
cheque
from
The
Harvest
Foundation, was $943.00 in
interest earned on our own
$40,000 savings deposit with
them. We're thankful for this
opportunity to put our surplus to
good work while we save for
future needs.

At this time, we're exploring our
options for having the school
books audited, a requirement that
in the future won't be avoidable.
On the plus side, we can be very
thankful for a great organization
like Edvance for our year end
reports and donation receipts
assistance, but also to our
bookkeeper Rachel, for her
diligence in entering bills, paying
expenses, and keeping everything
in great order. Thank you Rachel!
While we're on the note of the
Sikkema family, Alex, your work as
Chair has been appreciated, no
small feat - thanks for your
continued organizing of the
meetings, events, corresponding,
attending league days, and all that
good stuff!

We the surviving remnant of the
board will continue on (with
Joanie!), and look forward to
issuing tax receipts to you the
membership early in the new
year, as well as finalizing the
2021 budget for our upcoming
spring meeting.
With thankfulness to God for all
his blessings, and with Christmas
Greetings to all,
Mark Hutten, Treasurer.
The f ol l o w i ng sch ool
fe e s a re i n e f fe c t a s of
Jul y 1, 2 01 9 !
$710.00 - Parental
$310.00 - General
$160.00 - Single/Retired
$50.00 - Student.

Reminder to Donors; For donations to be reflected on your
2019 tax receipt, please submit by Dec 25, allowing for a
deposit made in this current year. All donations received and
deposited in 2020 will be applied to 2020 donations, regardless
of cheque date, to comply with our receipting regulations.
Thank you!

FROM THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
It's been a busy year and I'm sure
everyone is looking forward to the
Christmas break! The EdCom takes a
short break as well, and will resume
meetings later in January. We have
one exciting change to the EdCom
team, and that is Joanie Vis taking
over as the EdCom Chair. She brings
a lot of energy and experience, and
we can all be sure that she will do a
great job. With that change, I will be
switching over to the position as
Chairman for the School Board.
Although my time on the EdCom was
short, it was great to be a part of the

team and see what the EdCom is
responsible for. The EdCom has an
important role in the school, and
although often behind the scenes, we
should be very thankful for everyone
on the team.
As for what the EdCom is currently up
to: we just had a staff curriculum
night, which was great to hear from
the staff as to what they teach and
the energy and passion that goes into
teaching. Seeing practically what and
how they teach was really neat. The
EdCom continues to look at the

curriculum and hope to present
some new material to incorporate
next year.
We truly have a great staff here at
Harvest who care deeply for the
students and bringing God's word
into their teaching. We are very
thankful for them, and we hope they
enjoy a much-deserved break!
On behalf of the EdCom,
Curtis Hutten
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK:
As we wrap up another calendar year,
it is a good time to pause and take
stock of our many blessings. One
blessing we all share is the gift of
family. The holiday season is a great
time for us to not only reflect on how
blessed we are to have loved ones, but
to spend extra time with them. In a
society that sees children as a burden,
the bible paints a very different
narrative. “Children are a heritage
from the Lord, offspring a reward from
him.”
Children are a blessing!
Spending time with them is a blessing!
However, as with all blessings, we
sometimes don’t fully appreciate the
gift of family until we find ourselves on
our own. A little over a decade ago, my
little brother found himself in that
position. He was a homesick soldier at
a
forward
operating
base
in
Afghanistan. He had been in the field
for two months and unable to contact
home for the duration of that time.
When Christmas day rolled around, we
heard General Hillier was going to meet
the troops at my brother’s post and
hold a news conference. We tuned into
the news conference and there behind
the general we saw our brother with his
hair sticking straight up (it turns out

Here at Harvest, these past two months
have been a beehive of activity. The
staff had the opportunity to cover a lot
of curriculum as evident in our weekly
newsletters. It has been a blessing to
visit the classrooms during this time
and see our teachers in action. In my
visits it is readily apparent we have a
great teaching team here at Harvest!
It is also great to see how our different
teachers work the reformed markers
into their lesson plans and units of
study. It is truly a blessing to have a
school where we can regularly point
our students to the wonders of God’s
Creation, His grace, His love and His
majesty.
Our students have also been busy with
a whole host of extra-curricular
activities.
Grades 1-8 hockey
intramurals took place in early
November, badminton intramurals took
place in December, and when students
were not participating in intramurals,

Private Daniel Meinen
you can stand your hair straight up if
you don’t shower for two months). It
was nice seeing our missing family
member, but it underscored how he
was spending Christmas apart from
family. Amusingly as soon as that
news conference ended, the general
turned around, pointed to my
brother and ordered “shave that
private’s head.”
Harvest had the opportunity to reach
out to such soldiers who are alone at
Christmas time, and grade 3/4 and
7/8 wrote Christmas cards to our
troops a couple of weeks ago. These

they were enjoying sledding, skiing
and snowboarding down the backyard hill. Our senior students were
also busy with volleyball these past
couple of months.
Our team
performed great, beating Timothy in
Owen Sound, and winning the
volleyball tournament in Fergus.
However, they were unable to top the
parent/alumni team, losing in a
closely contested three set match.
On that note is was great seeing so
many parents and alumni show up for
this game and help keep our team
humble!
When school resumes in January we
will welcome the Post family to our
school. Their oldest daughter Katrina
joins the grade 2 class. The school
was able to welcome her for a visit in
December and the students are
excited for her to join them in a few
weeks’ time. In January first term
report cards also go out (on January

cards should arrive in time for
Christmas and let our Canadian
soldiers know that we are praying for
them and thankful for the work they
do. Harvest could also remember
the work of our military both past
and present as we participated in
the Legion’s Poster, Essay and
Poetry contest. Harvest performed
great here, with 11 of our students
receiving prizes for their entries. In
a year that saw record participation
from schools (with over eighty
participants in each category), this
result is noteworthy.

24). These are much more in depth
than the interim report cards and
provide a good overview of your
child’s
academic
progress.
Parent/teacher conferences are set
for the following week, providing
another opportunity for parents and
teachers to connect and work
together to help us better assist you.
Finally, the staff would like to
express our appreciation for the
wonderful support we receive from
you! We are blessed to have so many
volunteering weekly in the school,
having others volunteer to drive,
others
volunteer
on
various
committees and others pass on words
of encouragement and support.
Thank you for this! On behalf of the
staff I would like to wish everyone a
merry Christmas and the Lord’s
blessings in 2020.

James Meinen
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Grade 7&8
Family Coats of Arms
The Grade 7&8 class has finished studying the events of the Confederation of Canada in 1867
and one of the activities we did was take a look at the Canadian Coat of Arms and decipher
some of the symbols included there. The assignment that the students then had to complete
was a Coat of Arms for their own families, and the results are below! See if you can identify to
which family each shield belongs!
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