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Mission Statement >>> 

School Board >>> “For You are my hope, O Lord God; You are my trust from my youth.” 

 Psalm 71:5 Chairman:Jordan Kruisselbrink 

Vice Chair: Joanie Vis 

Secretary: Meaghan Hutten 

Treasurer: Neil Post 

Maintenance: Pete Groeneveld 

Our aim is to assist parents in educating 

covenant children in accordance with 

God’s Word as we confess that in the 

Three Forms of Unity, to equip and assist 

them in developing their individual gifts 

and talents for a joyful life of responsible 

stewardship to God’s glory. 

What a great year we had at Harvest! How 

we’ve been so blessed to have a mostly 

uninterrupted school year! No doubt we 

still had some hurdles to overcome, but 

overall, I think we can say the outcome 

was what we had hoped for! We can and 

should thank of God for His care over our 

school! 

 

We recently had our spring membership 

their review! God has blessed our school 

and community in many ways. The 

reviewers are very wise and insightful and 

gave an honest review of our school and 

society. They gave us some 

recommendations and encouraged us to 

consider and implement these pieces. It 

great to have an outside perspective on our 

school, to help Harvest community 

continue to improve and grow. The report 

in a new board member, and we certainly 

welcome Jordan Kruisselbrink to the 

school board! Jordan will be taking over 

the duties of board chairman, and after 

working together for a short time so far, 

I feel he will do a great job! 

 

We recently had the pleasure of having a 

school review done at Harvest, and we 

are very thankful for the process and for 

meeting. It was great to see so many faces 

there, and have good dialogue together. 

This is something we encourage- not to 

just be a supporter from the sidelines, but 

to be involved, to ask questions, to 

provide encouragement and suggestions.  

 

One big thing on the agenda was to vote 

itself is thorough (long) and for the Board 

to unpack. We will be having a special 

July meeting to unpack this report and 

build an action plan from it. For today 

though the Board wanted to share a few of 

the top highlights from the report: 

 

1) We have a very supportive 

community at Harvest, we have a 

strong and experienced staff and a 

great principal! 

 

2)  Harvest has a positive Christian 

atmosphere where students can 

thrive, and a student body that cares 

for one another. 

 
Continued on next page… 
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Phone: 519-371-4498 
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>>> 
 

3) We should increase communication with 

membership, especially with plans of 

kindergarten and high school. Especially after 

Covid we’ve had challenges in communication 

(virtual meetings), let’s as a community work 

together! 

 

4) The Board should develop a 5-year plan for our 

school, with attainable steps. 

 

5) We should update our school’s use of technology 

and invest in IT tools (computers). 

this fiscal year and getting ready for next 

year.  As a reminder, with July 1st comes 

the membership rate increases as 

approved in the fall budget.   For those on 

PAD this will happen automatically.    

 

The Board is also committed to the 

replacement of the current student 

computer lab.  The current computers 

have been identified as needing 

replacement, by both the staff and the 

School Review Committee.    We are 

currently reviewing our options but the 

cost for complete replacement is around 

$8000.  The Board would like to keep this 

cost off the general budget, so if you are 

As we draw near to the end of the fiscal 

year 2021 – 2022 we can say confidently 

that God has been good.   School was 

able to return to the old normal, and this 

applies to the finances as well.   The year 

started with a projection of some 

substantial losses, yet to all appearances 

we look to be in a surplus position.  Many 

thanks to all the members who donated 

extra and those non parental members 

who continue to support the school in so 

many ways.  Its so encouraging to get 

those e-transfers with “God is Good” or 

“Thank God for Harvest” in the memo 

line. 

At this point of the year we are finalizing 

Treasurer’s Report 
able to assist with a one-time focused 

donation that would be welcomed. 

Another reminder is that the application 

period for the Tuition Assistance with 

the Harvest Foundation is currently 

open, closing July 31st.  For those who 

would like to take advantage of this, 

please review the Harvest Foundation 

website. 

https://harvestfoundation.ca/tuition-

assistance/ 

Enjoy your summer and as always, if 

there are any concerns feel free to reach 

out. 

Neil Post, Treasurer 

treasurer@harvestschool.ca 

 

From the Board continued: 
 

In short, we are very blessed here at Harvest! The 

Board will have some very specific items to get 

going on, alongside the various committees and 

community! 

 

On behalf of the Board, we hope that students, 

staff, volunteers and parents can all take a break 

from the regular routines of the school year, to 

enjoy time together, time in God’s creation, time 

in community and also in the worship of our God! 

May we all have a great summer! 

Curtis Hutten 
chair@harvestschool.ca 

 

DONATIONS ALWAYS 

GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED! 
 

Don’t forget about 

membership rate increases 

as of July 1, 2022! 
See www.harvestschool.ca  for rates 

 
 

The current round of 

applications to Harvest 

Foundation is meant to provide 

support for the full 22-23 

school year and will be based 

on 2021 tax return information 

provided. Applications will be 

received until July 31, 2022. 

https://harvestfoundation.ca/tuition-assistance/
https://harvestfoundation.ca/tuition-assistance/
mailto:treasurer@harvestschool.ca
mailto:chair@harvestschool.ca
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From the Education Committee One exciting project that is taking place this 

summer is purchasing and setting up 

chromebooks for our school.  Technology has 

long been a frustration for staff and students 

alike and after doing some research and much 

discussion we felt chromebooks would be a 

step in the right direction.  We can’t do a lot 

about the less-then-fabulous internet service 

that is so common here in Owen Sound but we 

can prepare our students with the technology 

knowledge required for the next levels of 

education.  Most high schools, if not all, use 

chromebooks and google apps like google 

docs, google drive, google classroom, etc.  As 

we do this we also work with parental/school 

control programs such as Disney circle and 

quostodio to manage the online use.  This is 

exciting and time consuming and we are 

always looking for experts in the technology 

area to assist or offer support for this 😊. 

This summer we are also saying goodbye and 

thank you to Marloes Mulder for her years of 

service on the EdCom.  Marloes has served in 

a few positions on the Committee, most 

recently as the secretary.  Thank you Marloes!  

We know you continue to be involved in school 

activities and on committees and are so 

thankful for your servant heart. 

We wish everyone a restful and blessed 

summer holidays!  As we enjoy this break may 

we all remember our theme text of this past 

year and hope in the Lord.  Psalm 71:5: “For 

You are my hope, O Lord God; You are my 

trust from my youth.” 

On behalf of the Ed Com, Joanie Vis 

edcomvicechair@harvestschool.ca 

As the school year has drawn to a close we 

have so much to be thankful for!!  We have 

finished a full school year almost 

completely uninterrupted by Covid but 

more then that our children were educated 

to the glory of God!  This was so evident in 

the graduation celebration where we could 

hear from staff and students about the 

Christ-centered focus that Harvest has, how 

much love and joy is given and received by 

staff, students, families and the greater 

school community.  We are truly blessed!! 

Since March, our last Connections, the 

EdCom has been busy with classroom visits 

and reports, curriculum reviewing and 

reporting, most specifically the health/sex 

ed curriculum, as well as reviewing the 

teacher handbook and working on core 

values.  As we look at core values we look 

at our Mission and Vision at Harvest and 

how we can do these things in our school 

and also in our community, not just as 

students and staff but as families and 

supporting members.  We are all prophets, 

priests and kings.  If you haven’t been on 

our website recently below is an excerpt 

from our mission and vision statements.  

This has also been brought to the forefront 

after our school review and how we are 

fulfilling this task. 

Mission 

Our purpose is to assist parents in 

educating covenant children in accordance 

with God’s Word as we confess that in the 

Three Forms of Unity and to equip and 

assist them in developing their individual 

gifts and talents for a joyful life of 

responsible stewardship to God’s glory. 

Vision 

We see today’s students being tomorrow’s 

parents, educators, school board and 

ultimately, Christ’s image bearers.  We see 

these leaders fully committed to living 

out faithful obedience rooted in a Biblical 

worldview while using their gifts for God’s 

glory and kingdom as Prophets, Priests and 

Kings. 

In this we educate with an eternal 

perspective.  We trust and pursue 

this vision with faith rooted in Jesus Christ 

– not in the efforts of humankind. 

As parents and members of the supporting 

Reformed community, we acknowledge 

that we must raise our covenant children in 

an educational environment permeated 

with the Word of God.   

We have therefore established this school 

to assist parents in equipping the children 

with the tools needed to function in this 

world as Prophets, Priests and Kings. 

This summer we hope to spend more time 

working with the school review.  We will 

review our task list and mandate, and 

prepare for the coming school year. 

 

Notes from the Voucher Committee: 
✓ We donated $14,000 to the school for 2021-22! 

✓ We made approximately $18,000 in profits (we need a bit of a kitty to operate)! 

✓ We generated over $400,000 in sales! 

✓ You paid nothing extra - you did have to think and put in an effort, but nothing monetary (that we know of). Hooray! 

✓ A lot of families generated between $500 - 700 in profits for 2021-2022. 

THANK YOU SO MUCH!!! That's a school payment! 

✓ Even families that generated less than that - every bit helps and we thank you for thinking about the program!!!  

-Some families with no children in the school, others are newly married or students, thank you so much for participating. It is so 

great to see our community involved in this fundraiser, 

And remember - if you don't participate, it's never too late  - just chat with one of us or email the address below! We'd love to help 

you out and grow this fundraiser! 

 

Sincerely, 

THE HARVEST VOUCHER TEAM: Ashlea Groeneveld, Marloes Mulder, Lydia Van Andel 
etransfers: vouchers.oscrs@gmail.com 

'harvestschool.scriporder.com' 

 

 

mailto:edcomvicechair@harvestschool.ca
mailto:voucher.oscrs@gmail.com
http://harvestschool.scriporder.com/


 
 

 

>>> From the  
Human Resources Committee 

From the  
Public Relations Committee 

Over the past year we can rejoice in the 

Lord and thank and praise Him for the gift 

that we have in this Christian school. We 

want to thank the wonderful staff for the 

work that went into this past year as we can 

see the evidence of that when our children 

come home each day.  Also we want to 

thank the countless volunteers for their hard 

work from cleaning to driving to reading 

and guiding!   

 

Over the past few months we have had an 

opportunity to work on getting staff lined up 

for the next school year and are excited to 

have all the positions filled for another 

year!  James, Anne, Erica, Melissa, 

Janelle will continue with Bonita taking 

on a few art classes and Lee-Ann in a part 

time role to ensure that James gets an 

adequate amount of principal time. 

 

At the beginning of school parents will 

receive a class schedule as to who is 

teaching what subject and when just as 

you have received in the past.   Rachel will 

continue in her admin role and Jenn G. 

will continue her daily cleaning role. 

Over the next few month we will be 

Greetings from the Public Relations 

Committee! 

 

As our school year has come to an end we 

look back in thankfulness for all that God 

has given us. What a pleasure it was to 

resume school assemblies, membership 

meetings, our Christmas concert, 

grandparents day, class trips, and field 

day. In these special school events our 

membership and broader community 

could be more involved in Harvest 

activities. Parents, grandparents, family 

and friends had a closer glimpse of the 

faithful work of our faculty, and the joy 

of the students in these events. We were 

thankful to witness many supporting 

members volunteering in various aspects 

as well!  

 

As a PR committee one of our aims is for 

Harvest to regularly impact the 

community that surrounds this faithful 

have been met yearly, and we hope to 

ensure this continues to happen. 

 

Our committee is always available 

through the summer months if you 

would like to connect with us, or give 

us suggestions on how we can support 

Harvest! We especially thank Julia 

Feenstra for taking her time to come 

take photos at Harvest this spring. You 

will be seeing these updated on our 

website soon! If you have videography 

skills, we would also love to hear from 

you! We are always looking to show 

everyone how beautiful our Christian 

school is! 

Have a great summer! 

 

On behalf of the PR Committee, 

Henrietta Groeneveld 

 

 

Christian school. In turn, we pray 

individuals are prayfully moved to support 

both in volunteering and financially so that 

Harvest can thrive. Grandparents day was 

truly a special time for older generation to 

witness the work of God is the next 

generation of children. After a special 

event such as a day like this, we encourage 

parents to reach out and ensure that your 

grandparents are regularly connected to 

Harvest. Perhaps you can send the Harvest 

Connection to them via email or snail mail. 

You can also shower them and friends and 

family with pictures of Harvest daily life 

as well.  In addition to their prayerful 

support and attending school functions, we 

hope to bring in financial 

contributors.  Remember as individual 

members we are all responsible to 

advocate for Harvest in this way as well so 

that our regular budget will be covered. 

We thank the Lord for blessing our 

community this way. Our financial needs 

looking over our task schedule and 

mandate, looking over teacher plans for 

the new year.  

 

We would like to wish all the members, 

staff and student a safe and enjoyable 

summer and Lord willing see all back in 

September 

 

Jan Antuma, HR Chair 

HarvestHRcommittee@gmail.com 

 

>>> 

Some of our amazing staff doing fantastic PR with our local MP! 

mailto:HarvestHRcommittee@gmail.com
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From the Principal 
““My people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my mouth. 2I will open my mouth with a 

parable; I will utter hidden things, things from of old— 3 things we have heard and known, things our 

ancestors have told us.  4 We will not hide them from their descendants;  we will tell the next 

generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his power, and the wonders he has done.  5 He decreed 

statutes for Jacob and established the law in Israel, which he commanded our ancestors to teach their 

children, 6 so the next generation would know them, even the children yet to be born, and they in turn 

would tell their children.” (Psalm 78:1-6) 

Another school year is in the books 

at Harvest with the 2021-2022 

school year wrapping up last week.  

Entering the school year there was a 

lot of uncertainty about what the 

year would look like, but ten months 

later we can praise God for a pretty 

much normal school year.  This year 

we could enjoy field trips, sports, in 

person learning from April-June and 

all the fun that takes place during 

those final school months.  We have 

so much to be thankful for! 

One event we have missed these 

past two years was graduation with 

the whole community.  Last week 

our church, family, neighbours and 

friends could come together to 

celebrate the graduation of Callie, 

Arianne, Kenzie, Jake, Jakin, 

Reuben and Devon. I had an 

opportunity that evening to unpack 

some of Psalm 78 and how it applies 

to what we do here at Harvest in 

striving to “educate for eternity.”  

One of the key words in Psalm 78 is 

“we.”  Who is the “we” that will tell 

the next generation about God?  The 

answer of course is God’s people.  

In our local context, the “we” is our 

church family.   

The old saying “it takes a whole 

village to raise a child” is pretty apt.  

A slight change might be “it takes a 

whole church community to raise a 

child.”  My fear is that in our 

individualistic, socialist leaning 

society, we are moving away from 

that understanding.  An individualist 

version of that quote might be “It just 

takes me to raise my child.”  Or a 

socialist 2022 version of that quote 

might be:  “It takes the government to 

raise a child” or “It takes people with 

government recognized childcare 

degrees to teach children as they 

know better than parents.”  The Bible 

is clear, the whole church community 

has a collective responsibility to 

teach the next generation about God.   

So what does that look like?  Well, I 

think a snapshot of that support at 

Harvest can be seen in the picture 

below. 



 

  

From the Principal continued… 
At our track and field day, many of 

our high school students showed up 

to help out.  Perhaps the most 

daunting part of the day for some 

students was the long run.  I run with 

the students and know first hand 

how tiring it is!  Lap one is easy, lap 

two a bit harder, but by lap five or 

six, you feel the desire to drop out.  

It is often at these difficult times you 

feel the support of the communion 

of saints the most.  The picture 

above shows high school students 

and elementary students joining the 

run to encourage, to spur on, and 

support a student who needed that 

push.  And with their support he 

didn’t just finish the race but had his 

best time!  I think of Hebrews 10:24 

“And let us consider how we may 

spur one another on toward love and 

good deeds.”  Our church family 

helps not only teach the next 

generation about God, but 

encourages, supports and spurs us 

on to good deeds. 

That collective “we” can also be 

seen in the very fact Harvest exists.  

Our community came together 

almost three decades ago to start this 

school with the clear goal of telling 

the next generation the praiseworthy 

deeds of the Lord.  Three decades 

later we see that “we” in a budget 

that has 40% of its funds coming 

from individuals who don’t have 

children at Harvest.  The “we” is 

also seen in the huge number of 

volunteers serving on committees, 

volunteering in the classroom, 

volunteering in the library, driving 

on school trips and helping out with 

special events/days.  When I asked 

everyone at graduation how many 

people volunteer at Harvest on 

committees, helping with workdays, 

helping with special events, helping 

work in the school, helping in the 

library, Mr. Groeneveld was spot on 

when he shouted out “The whole 

church helps!” 

Your help is seen and felt by the 

staff and students and I want to 

thank our whole church community 

for all your support.  Harvest would 

not exist without you.   May God 

continue to bless our efforts to tell 

the next generation His 

praiseworthy deeds so that they may 

grow up to put their hope in Him. 

With this year now behind us we are 

busy looking ahead to the year to 

come.  Attached to this Connection 

you will find a calendar for next year 

and needed supplies.    The school 

year is set to begin on Tuesday, 

September 8th.  For those who plan 

vacations a half a year in advance, 

please note Christmas holidays start 

quite late next year. 

 

On behalf of the staff, we wish 

everyone a great summer and look 

forward to seeing the students 

back here in the fall. 

James Meinen 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATE CHANGE!! SCHOOL BEGINS SEPT 8TH! 
 

THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL HAS BEEN PUSHED BACK TO THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, AS THE 

MAJORITY OF THE STAFF WILL BE ATTENDING THE SING! CONFERENCE IN THE UNITED 

STATES.  WHILE WE RECOGNIZE THE TIMING ISN'T IDEAL, SUCH A CONFERENCE IS 

INCREDIBLY VALUABLE PD FOR OUR STAFF IN HELPING THEM IN THEIR WORK AT 

HARVEST.  WORSHIPPING AND PRAISING OUR GOD IS THE GREATEST TASK WE HAVE AS 

CHRISTIANS AND MUSIC IS A VERY LARGE PART OF THAT.  SINGING TO GOD'S GLORY IS 

SOMETHING WE PROMOTE EVERY DAY AT HARVEST AND THIS CONFERENCE WILL HELP AND 

ENCOURAGE THE STAFF IN THAT IMPORTANT WORK.  ON THAT NOTE, WE LOOK FORWARD TO 

SEEING EVERYONE AT OUR OPENING ASSEMBLY ON SEPTEMBER 8 AT 8:45 AM WHERE WE 

WILL SING TOGETHER AND LEARN OUR NEW THEME SONG! 

 

In connection to the above, hopefully a later start to the school year will allow us to get many 
cleaners (age 18 and above) out to our Campfire! Cleanup Fundraiser 9am-5pm,   

August 29-31 as this is a fantastic fundraiser for our Student Fund and allows the students to 
go on many fun and educational trips throughout the year! 

Please respond to Brenda if you can help:  property@campfirebiblecamp.ca or 519-375-6688 

mailto:property@campfirebiblecamp.ca


 

  

Grade 7/8 
French 

play 
puppet 
show! 

Grade 5-
8 Disc 
Golf! 

Grade 1-4 
at 

Storybook 
Park! 

A few activities happened in the last weeks of school and here 
are some pictures… 



 

  

Wasaga 500 go-carts! 

TreeTop Trekking! 

Looking ahead… 
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From Grade 1 & 2 ~  POEMS 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

Supplies for 2022-2023 
Please ensure your children have everything on this list. 

 
Grade 1 & 2 

o Non-marking soled running shoes suitable for Phys Ed. 

o A change of clothing in case of accident (Grade 1 only) 

o Pencil Case 

o Pencil Crayons 

o Markers 

o Enclosed Pencil Sharpener 

o eraser 

o Ruler with cm and inches 

o School bag 

 
Grades 3 &4 

o Non-marking soled running shoes suitable for Phys Ed 

o Pencil case 

o Pencil Crayons 

o Enclosed Pencil Sharpener 

o Eraser  

o Ruler with cm and inches 

o Red, Blue, Black pens 

o Binder with 7-10 dividers with tabs 

o Physical Education Clothing 

o School bag 

o Lined paper 

 
Grades 5-8 

o Non-marking soled running shoes suitable for Phys Ed 

o Pencil case 

o Pencil Crayons 

o Enclosed Pencil Sharpener 

o Eraser and white out (no liquid) 

o Ruler with cm and inches 

o Red, Blue, Black pens 

o Highlighter (2 colours) 

o Binder with 7-10 dividers with tabs  

o Physical Education Clothing 

o 1 USB stick (for transportation of files to and from school) 

o Scientific Calculator (Just 7/8) 

o School bag 

o Deodorant – no spray 

o Lined paper 


